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Lords Spiritual and Tem- 


-: poral, in Parhament Af- 
ſembled. 


May it pleaſe your Loraſhips. > 
F the delaying and perverting of Judtice, 
Supporting the Guilty, and Perſecuting 
the Innocent, and that in Matters which 
concern the Publick Welfare, be fit for the 
Cognisance of Parliaments: Then, 1 bumbly 
conceive, the following Matters may not be 
improper for this Molt Auguſt Affembly, 
whic fh Duty I owe to my King and 
Country, and x Impoſtions and barduſage 
T 


2 


 +bawe receio'd, bn obtip'd me to lay be- 
fore this Mot Honourable Houle; hum- | 
bly praying, all due ProteFion and "an | 
agement, againſt my man —_— Adver- 
faries,, ſo far as TI. h__ been, or ſhall be | 
formd-in the Tight; -antl more 6 pets bes | 
cauſe it will, appear, 'T did thy Dity for the © 
Good of the Publick, Repaleton th my 0wn 


private Intereſt, 1 am, 


With all profound Rebpee, Y Ix 


| Your Londltiipe 


. 4  -x * \ 4 ” ) 
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Moſt Obedlien Servant, 


\\t'Y 


Sunn Baſtion. 


Baſkon's Caſe, c. 


Was aClerk to rhe Commiſſioners for Sick and Woun- 
ded, and Exchanging Priſoners at War,about 4 Years; 
towards the end of which time I came to underſtand 

the following Miſcarriages; particularly that of thePri- 
foners at War, which I happened toknow after this manner: 
I being part Owner of a Veſſel imploy'd in Tranſporting 
Priſoners at War, between Dover and Callais, the Capt. of 
the ſaid Veſſel was obſtrufted in getting his money for the 
Freightof the French Priſoners, which by the general(a) Car- 
te] was to be paid by the Commiſſary of that Port in Frame 
where they ſhould be landed. But atlength the Capt. pe- 
remptorily demanding the ſaid money of the Commiſſary at 
Callais, according to the Cartel ; the Commiſſary told him 
to this effe@, That he own'd the Authority of the Cartel, 
but had never paid any money on that-account ſince theWar; 
and that he could not do it without-Orders from Pars :- for 
that (6) Monſieur Joſeph Dulivier, was the Man concerned 
in that Affair, and chada partina!l the Exchange Veſlck ; 
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(a) Or Agreement between the Two Courts for 2 General Exchange 
of Priſoners. F | | 

(5) A French Popith Merchant, that formerly. liv'd m R—— fled 
to France at the Revolution, there being Warrants out againſt _ 
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aſter which the ſaid Capt. going to France, did write to Pa» 
ris to Joſeph Dulivier, demanding by what power hereceiv- 
ed, or ſtopt his money, contrary to the general Cartel ; in 
anſwer to « hich the ſaid Joſeph Duliwier, and (4) Peter Da- 
{ivier, his Coulin, wrote the ſaid Capt. ſeveral Letters. But 
{oon after this the Capt. was turned out, for a pretended 
Crime ; and afterwards the Ship was alſo {huffled..out- of 
the Service. Put the Cape. glving me theie Letters he recci- 
ved from Mr. Dalrvier, and aftert had got thofe tranflated 
that were written in French; and ſeeing they contain'd rgat- 
ters of .dangerous conſequence, to my great furpnze,Iforth-- 
with acquainted the Commiſſioners therewith; and on the 
27th of Oober, 1693. Þ lard all the ſaid Dadivier's Letters 
before them, at a full Board; as alſo a Paper of 2ueries relat-- 
ing to the' Miſcarriages of the Tranfport Ships, which I re- 
commended to them to enquire.into ; U reading - of 
which, rogether with the French Letters, ſomeof them (cf- 
penially- Mr. Adas/on) * commended my Care and Zeal for 
the publick good, giving it their Opinion, That there was 
an yolawiul Correſpondence held with the French ; Other- 
wiſe,- Dr. Welwood faid, Dalivier muſt be Lunatick when 
he writ them Letters; and Mr. Kzrkby ſaid, That if Dul:- 
vier rad a part inthe dew <1 Shups, Mr-Charchil, whom 
they had intrufted inthat Aﬀair,”"was a great Villain; where- 
upon-the Commiſheners-did ſend for Mr. Chrchit, and one 
Mr.. Maſters, whom Dalivier kad ſaid in one of his Letters; 
was Partner-with him ; which ſaid Maſters had been turn'd 
aut by theQueens Order, ſignified to the Commiſſioners by 


Merchant,who being obnoxious to the Government, - 


(4)Alfo a Popiſh 


was. then newly. baniſh'd by Order of the Queen and Councit ; but: 
the Tranſport Veſlels. 


- 


kad: part in 
the 
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the Secretary of State, for ACtions agaiaſt the Governmeat, 
and had afterwards gone ſeveral Voyages to France, incoge 
10, in contempt of her Majeſtics Order; and when Mr, 
Gharchil and Mr. Maſters attended the Board, and had bcen 
in with the Commiſſioners a little time, I was alſo called 
in; and Dr, Wellwood taking up the Queries which related to 
Mr. Churchil, ask?d him to this Effect, Whether he wastho 
\s) True Owner of the Ships he ſolicited for, or whether he . 
ſolicited for a gratuity ? To which Mr. Churchil anſwered, 
He had as good ask him, Whether he had lain with another 
man's Wite? * Upon which Mr. 4a«//oz took the Queries 
out of the Doctot's hand, and faid, They were not fair que- 
ftions. And Me. Kjrkby faid, *T was no matter who were 
Owners, ſo the King's buſineſs wasdone ; bidding me keep 
2 Copy of what T had laid beforethem, hinting, that Imight . 
be ſuedat Law for Scandal, Some of the Commiſhoners 
alfomov'd, thatI might leave my French Letters in the Cu 


ſtody of * Mr. Garrara, their Secretary ; which I Refus'd+ nv. 
to do; anſwering, That if they truſted me to keep: the Jefs to be 
King's Papers, I thought they might ealily truſt me to keep burn'd. _ 


my own. Then they proceeded to Examine Me. Maſters, 
(who was preſent asking him, How he durlt go privately 
ſeveral Voyagesto Frarxce, after he lad been turned out by 
theQueens Order, for Actions againſt the Government? who 
did not only own the Fact, but very conhdently anſwered, 
That hedidthe Nation no wrong, but good ſervice by i : 
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(a) Note, When any miſcarriage happen'd to be committed in the 
Tranſport Ships, Mr. Ch»rchil/ us'd to pretend to be Qwner, chat by a 
pretended Check from the. Comuniffioners, he might. remvve all Cla- 
mour trom them, for corse{ponding with Piivier 7; and at other times 
I have heard him fay, He had not a Stick in any of the Ships, bur was 
raid for {oliciting, 
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And Mr. Churchill (who was ſeated at the Board with the 
Commiſſioners) looking over the back of his Chair, told 
; Mr. Mafters,Thar he went to France (4) without his know- 
f ledge, and that if he was puniſhfd for it, he could not help 
it ; andthe Commiſſioners ſaid, they would lay his Crime 
before the Council (though I believe twas the leaſt of 
their Thoughts :Y And Mr. Ada:;ſo» turning about , 
as if he was Angry, and asking Mr. Garrard , their 
preſent Secretary, how theſe matters came to paſs; Mr. 
Garrard Anſwer'd ina paſſion, that they mult not lay the 
fault upon him, for ſome of them knew of Mafters's going, 
as well as he: This unexpected Anſwer drove the Com- 
miſſioners to a full point, forthey look'd one upon another, 
and made no Reply. But now the Tablesareturn'd upon 
me, and IF (itſeems) am the chief offender ; tor Mr. Ma- 
ſters takes up the Diſcourſe, and tells the Commiſſioners, 
That the Cauſe of his being turn'd out was by a malicious 
Information, That I hadcarry'd to my Lord NVottinghamw's 
Office ; and Mr. Charchill back*'d him, and faid, He had 
Witneſs that wou'd fwear it, and mention'd one Mr.. 
Armſtrong in my Lord Nottinghaw's Office (a Gentleman 
that T know not) upon which, ſome of the Commiſſioners 
were angry, and Mr. Adai/ox ſaid, They would keep no 
Clerks that were Informers ; I confeſs I was ſurpris'd at 
this ſhamming Accuſation, and offer*'d the Commiſſioners 
to make Oath, That neither directly, or indirectly, T ne- 
ver carry*d any ſuch Information, or knew any thing of 
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\ (4) What Mr. Charchill denies here, he confels'd at the Admiralty; 
| and to extenuate the Crime, pretended he ſent Mr. Maſters to France 
} __ ſecret Service, which was known to Mr. Secret.zry Trenchard : But 
when theExamination came before theCouncil Secretary77erchard Rood 
up, and declar'd to this Effe&t, That he did not know-Mr. Afaſters,nor 
b 7 his going ; but found his Name had been made ule of very unhand-- 
naty and Eeadelcatly ; | 
the 
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the doing thereof, challenging Mr. Churchill to prove t,.if 


he was able ; but this filenc'd all the other matters con- 


* cerning the Correſpondence with Mr. Dulivier; tor moſt 


of the Commiſſioners roſe from the Board in a great paſſion; 
and Mr. Charchill being come out of the Office, into Scor- 
land-Yard, threatned me, "That if I would not deſift, he 
would make me run my Country;and Mr. Maſters thought 
fit to challenge me to meet him out of the Verge of the 


Court, and the Secretary Mr. Garrard bid me have a care 


what I did, for Mr. Churchill was a Man of great Intereſt 
at Court : and I happening, .upon this, to meet Mr. Addiſon 
coming down ſtairs from the Office ; I acquainted him of 
the ill Treatment I had had from Mr. Churchill and 1afters 
who, walking away in haſt, very ſcornfully Anſwer'd, 
That he could not help me, if I would not rule my Tongue ; 
SoT finding much diſcouragement, and ſeeing the faid 
miſcarriages, and thoſe that acted in them, incourag'd by 
the Commiſſioners, I refolv'd to lay down my Employ- 
ment, and make a diſcovery thereof ; and accordingly, 
about the beginning of Feb. 1693, I acquainted the Com- 
miſſioners,at a full Board, That I deſigned to leave my Em- 
ployment, and deſir'd their Diſcharge, at whichthey ſeem'd 
extreamly ſtartled, and contrary to their former method of 
Threats, fell now to good words, uſeing all manner of per- 
{waſions and Arguments with me to (tay, telling me, I was 
only in a Paſſon, and defired me to conſider of it till the 
next morning, when I would be in a better humour, which 
was al!l the AnſwerIcould then get of them. But coming 
again the next day to the Boatd, and perſiſting in my Re- 
ſolution to leave their Office, they all tell ro make Decla- 
rations each Man for himfelt, "I hat he had not Cheated 
the King, andask'd me, if I believed &er a Man at that 
Board had Cheated the King ? I told them it was an 1n-1 
inaring 
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ſnaringqueſtion for meto anſwer while I was their Cterk'; 
but if they would give m2 my Diſchirge, I would-an- ; 
twer that, or any other queltion chey fhould ask me';; ac." 


wich Mr. E/ae7, oneof the Commiſſioners, lifted up'his 


hands, as it were, in a frighted poſture, and (aid, .0, Gens +. | 


tlemen,. I was 'ever againtt that (a) Meſters's goings ta 
which wards none of the Commilioners made any Anſwer, 
But I {till preſs'd'for my diſcharge, and the Commiſſioners 


continued to offer more Arguments for me' to ſtay; one of - 


them declaring he would go an hundred Miles to ferve me, 
laying, Thatif I would ſtay till myPather in Law. came 
to Town, they would prevail with him to lay out a conf 
derable Sum of Mony, and purchaſe me a Place, which 
I mizht hold by a Deputy, and yet cont:nue in their OF- 
tice, Mr. Adaiſor alſo fad, Mr. Baſton, fuppaſe we com- 
ply with all your demands, what then ? To which I An- 
fwer'd, That I could not continue in ther Office; the 
Commaidſſianers alfo ask'd me how I deſign'd to diſpole of 
my ſelf? and thatif I would ſeek any Employment, and: 
let them know what it was, they. would goin a Body and 
Recommend me; telling me al'a, That they would never 
conſent tomy leaving the Othegz without the Approbation 
of my Father tn Law, becaufent it [ſhould prove my Ruin, 
they believ'd my Father woykd/ blame them as acceſſory 
to 1t : But perceiving they Would not give me my dit- 


charge, I acquainted them fr&m that day forward, 1 was 


no more their Clerk ; to which they anſwer'd, That ſince 
no perſwaftons would preval with me to ſtay, thzy could 
not help it; and that thay hop'd I was not gaing to bring 
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(4) The ſane Mr. Maſters, before ſpoken of ; and theſe words of Mr. 
Elaer's, confirm the Truth of what their Secretary obs that ſome of 
the Committioners know of AZaſteri's going as well as he. 
t | | any 
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' any Complaintagainſt them, as Mr. Gibſon had formerly 


done: Theſe a ſeveral other Arguments of hike nature 
the Commiſſhaners for Sick and Wounded cd make uſe of 
publickly ar their Board toprevail with me to ſtay in their 
Office ; and Thave beena little more large 1n reciting theſe 
Diſcourſes, becauſe theſe Gentlemen were fo. ſhameleſs as 


- to inſert in their Anſwer to my Cotnplaint, whnch they 


gave in Writing under four of thei Hands, to the Coun- 


- ci-Board, That they rurn'd me our of their Office for Miſ- 


demeanour, hoping by the help of that monſtrons untruth 
to have blacken'd my-Reputation,andextemttated their own 
miſcarriages. 4 "NES 

But to proceed, finding they would not give me my 
diſcharge, I left their Office in Feb, 1693, with a conlider- 


47 


able ſum of Mony due to me, for Travetting Charges and. 
Sallary, which I am not paid to this day ; and about the 


beginning of March following, did lay the miſcarriages of 
theſe Commiſſioners. in Writing betore the Secretary of 
State, which. met with fuddain diſpatch , betng within 
three days after ſent to the Lords of the Admiralty with the 
King's Order thereupon, to examm'imto &, and make their 
Report to his Majeſty ; whereupon their. Lordfhips forth- 
with fummon'd the Commiſftoners for Sick and Wounded, 
with my ſelf, and ſeveral otters concern'd, to attend. their 
Honourable Board; and afterwheExarnination was perfeQ- 


. ed, their Lordſhips made a Report to His Majeſty, a Copy 


of which I obtain'd about- 4pri!, 1694. by an Order of 
their Lordſhips, (the better tocnable me to prove: the Com- 
plaint a ſecond time before the Council) which Copy Ihave 
nferted as followeth. 


Ads 


(8) 
Admiralty 6946 By the Commiſſioners for Executing 


14th. April, 94. the Office of Lord High Admiral 
| of England and Ireland, &c. 


IP Obedience to your Maje#ties Pleaſure, ſignified to this Board 
by Letter from my Lord Shrewsbury, of the 8:h of March 
laſt, for oar Framing into a Complaint maae ag aint the Com- 
miſſioners for Sick and Wounded Seamen, and Exchange of Pri- 
ſon'rs at War ; of the Miſmanagement of the Buſineſs under 
their Care : We having examin'd into it, do humbly make the 


following Report. 


The Firſt Article Charges the Commiſſioners, | 

That they were informed, that Monſieur Peter and Jol, Du- 

livier, i France, were concern d in the Tranſport Ships employ- 

ed in the Exchanging Priſoners between England and France, 

and that initead of their taking any Care to reaveſs it, they ai/- 
couraged thoſe that gave them the Information. 


. _ Upon the Firſt Article. 4 

It appeared to this Board, That Dr. Welwood, one of the 
Commiſſ.oners for Sick and Wounded Seamen' and Exchanze of 

Priſoners, Inform'd the reit of the Board, That Mr. Baſton 

told him that he could make it appear,. That the Duliviers were 
concern'd in the Tran ſport-Ships, employed in Exchange of Pri« 

ſoners of War, and the grounds of the Suſpitions were from 4 
Letter from Joſeph Dulivier, zo Capt. Bayley, one of the 

Maſters of the:Veſſels, dated at Paris the 24th of February, 

1692, wherein Dulivier ſays, He has recerved his Letter from 

Bulloign, adwiſeing of his coming there with Priſoners, and de- 
ſires to know who employed him ; for tbat he expetts to be half 
concernd in the Paſſage of Priſoners brought by him, as he , 

wit 


(9) 


nzth Maſters and others. And Pcter Dulivier, by his Letter 


from Paris the 25th July, 1693. to the ſaid Capt, Bayley, 
tells him, That he and his Couſin Joſ. Dulivier, have been at 
great C harges in ſetling the (a) manner of Exchanging of Pri- 
Joners, and expects to have the Advantage he has already de- 
manded, or to be at half of the Charges, and half of the Profit 
or Loſs of the ſaid Paſſages : And by another Letter from Jo. 
Dulivier !0 Mr. Majet a#d Exquemelin, dated at Paris the 9th 
September, 1693. he tells them, That he has made the Agrec- 
ment about the Exchange of Priſoners on both ſtaes, with Mon- 
ſieur Delagnii, by the Oraer of the Commiſſioners of England; 


and from the beginning of this War has received the payment of 


all them that are returned; and informs them, that till this time 
he has a ſhare in the Tranſport Veſſels, which was given him 
by the Undertakers of the Trades, im conſideration of his pains 
in ſetling that Afﬀair ; : and that he was allowed by them about 
30 Sous for each Priſoner brought into France. And by Jofſ. 
'Dulivier*s Letter of the 26th Septemb. 1693. from Paris to 
Capt. Bayley, (all which Letters were laid before the Commiſſic- 
zers by Mr. Baſtori) be ſeems to be ſurpriz'd that he and his On- 
ners ſhould deny him his ſmall profit, and expetts that they ſbould 


allow him * 3o Sous for every Priſoners both French and Eng- * VVhicy 
liſh that they Tranſport ;, and ſays, he has been paid for all their 
paſſages (except the laſt put on ſhoar at Bulloign) : And that if DOU 


they «owt think fit to comply with his Propoſittons, they may com- 
plaiz to the Commiſſioners. And by a Letter from Mr.Churchil 


(a) Which was a very ill manner, being private Exchanges of Mat; 
for Man, and Quality for Quality, which prov'd very tedious and pre 
judicial to the poor Captives ; when at the ſame time the Dxtch had 
an Agreement for ſetting open the Priſon-doors on both fides ; and fo 
preſerv*d the Lives of their Men by their ſpeedy Releaſement ; where- 
as many Eng/;/h Priſoners, by their long Impriſonment, and barbarous 
uſage, periſh'd, and others went into the French Service, which 

wh1ic 


2bout 
1 the 


nd. 


| | ( 1o ) 
(which was produc'd at this Board by Dr. Welwood) and 1M:;. 
Alſton to Capt. Rutter, Maſter of the Ann Pizk, an Exchange 
[eſſe!, dated at London 10th Feb. 169;. They defrrey awd oraer 
him to follow the Orders of their Worthy: Fxtenlt Mr. Jof, 
Dulivier, i which he will well ſatisfie them. nd Joſeph Duli- 
vier, in his Letier from Paris of the 21ſt March 1693. to 
Rutter, deſires him according to the Order of Mr. Churchill 
and Alſton, to go to Nantz,ard there follow the Ora*rs of Mone 
fiear Drake : But, ſays, he muſt not load any Gooas but Car- 
rans, which Port was not in the Cartell, nor were the ('ur- 
rans (for which leave was given by an order of Council) to be 
brought from any place, but St, Malo*s. Mr. Kirkby, one of 
the Commiſſioners, aid own to this Board, That upoz Baſton's 
producing Dulivier's Letters, he did Reprimand him, but ſaid, 
It was for not producing them ſooner, which Baſton ſaid, he 
could not, becauſe he had them not before. Baſton (aid, That 
at the ſecond time the Query's which he laid before the Com- 
miſſioners about My. Churchill, Duliviers 4»d Maſters, were 
heard, and Churchill a»d Maſters preſent. Dy. Welwood 
took up the Queries, and Ask d Churchill whether he was con- 
&ern'd in any of the Ships he 1158 pak or ſold his Intereſt 
for a Gratuity, which Churchil refus'd to Anſwer; upon which 
Mr. Addiſon taking the Queries out of the Dottor's Hand, 
ſaid they were not fair Queſtions ; and Mr. Kirby ſaid, *1 was 
0 matter who were Owners, ſo the Kzng*s buſineſs was done ; 
That Dr. Welwood told My. Kirby, That *tw2s not fit Ba- 
ſton ſhould be diſcoura2*d ; upon which the Dr. ſays, He was 
ill Treated by the Board; and upon the whole matter it appears, 
That upon what was laid before the Commiſſioners, there was 
reaſon to diſmiſs theſe Ships, where there were ſuch grounas t0 
believe the Duliviers were concer#d, giving this Board no other 
reaſon, 'Than that they had a good Opinion of My. Churchil; 
and it likewiſe appear*d that they dilcourag*d thoſe that gave them 
the Information. The. 


—_ 


ET» 


The ſecond Article complains, 

That Robert Maſters, Commander of one of theI ran{port 
Veſſels, went every Voyage to France in her, after he haa been 
tursd out by order of Her Majeſty, for Aitions againſt the 
Government, whereby there was opportunity of giving Intel- 
Jigence tothe Enemy. 


To which Article we rcfer to our Report therein, dated 
the 24thof March lait, which is as followeth, zz. 


My Lord Nottingham writes to the Commiſſioners, the 18th 
of November, 1692. that he was inforwd, That Maſters, 
the Commander of one of the Veſſels Employ d by them in Ex- 
changing Priſoners , had brought over a Lady from France, 
without the Kjng's Paſs, and aireited them to Enquire into 
the matter, ana to remove him, unleſs he couldg ive very gooa 
reaſons for what he had done ;, and the Commiſſioners, after an 
Examination taken, remov'd him from his Command: Sometim* 
after Dr. Welwood acquainted the Board, That Ar. Baſton 
Inform'd him, 'l hat Maſters had been two Voyages to France 
in the Ship, ſince he wat turd out, awd the pretended Maſter 
of that Veſſel was only his Servant, upon which he was again 
diſcharg*d; after this Mr. Churchill acquaiztiaz Dr. Well- 
wood, That he deſign'd to Employ Maſters again, the Dr. 
0V'd the Board, that he might be no more Employ'd, and af- 
ter ſome debate *twas ſo reſold at a full Board ; but the ſamc 
afternoon three of the Commiſſioners met, and ſized an Oracr 
for brinzing over Carrans, which was left blank for ſuch M:- 
ſter as Mr. Churchill ſboauld appoint , which a blank was 
filPd ap with Malters's Name, and a Paſs was likewiſe arawy 
to to be ſent to the Secretary of State, and Maſters's Name 
inſerted therein by one of their Clerks, by the direftion of Mr. 
Garrard Secretary to the Commiſſioners ; two or three days af< 
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ter Dr.. Welwood acquainted the Board, That Maſters w.zs 
Commander of the Veſſel bound for France in their Service ; 
but the Board did not revoke their Order, and he went Com- 
manaer that Voyage. 

It further appear*d, That when Dr. Welwood complain'd to 
the Board, that Maſters had been two Voyages in the Ship to 
France, notwithſt anding he was diſcharg'd by their Order, and 
askd the Secretary, Mr. Garrard, how #t came to paſs. Gar- 
rard anſwer'd in a paſſion,That ſome of the Commuſſioaers knew 
of it as well as he. 

As to this laſt poiat Dr. Welwood and Mr. Baſton Affirm 
it, but the reſt of the Commiſſioners, and the Secretary ſay, that 
they do not remember it. 

And ſince this, Dr. Welwood has acquainted this Board by 
Letter, That Mr. Maſters was Examir'd by him, in preſence of 
the reſt of the Commiſſioners, and voluntarily confeſsd, That 
about October 1691. he came up the River of Thames, near 
the Brids, with a Lading of Wine in a Tranſport Ship, having 
Landed his Priſoners at Dover by the way, that the ſaid Ship 
and Lading was ſeiz'd upon by the Cuſtom-houſe Officers ;, and 
25 he was told afterwaras, were both made Prizes, or the Wine 
ftaw'd : That immediately after the ſeizing the Ship, Maſters 
was ſent Maſter of another Tranſport Ship to France, i» which 
he has hitherto continued : and becauſe there was not a New Paſs 
is the Ojfice, the Old Paſs for the former Ship was made uſe of , 
by changing the Name of the laſt Ship into that of the firſt: That 
Dulivier, before he went away, carryd him to Mr. Churchill, 
and after they had been together a while alone, he was calld in 
and employed by Churchil ever afterwards. 


The Third Article complains, 
That ſeveral Priſoners have made their Eſcape ſrom Ply- 
mouth, by bribing * Nicholas Sharrack aud Wannel the Goa- 
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ler : Aad that Mr. Dickinſon, Agent to the Commiſſioners, abu- 
ſed the Priſoners, and cheated them of their allowance of Vittu- 
als, 

Upon the Third Article, 

It does appear to this Board, That ſeveral Iriſh Priſoners did 
make their Eſcape from Plymouth, and particularly (a) Fitz Ge- 
raldine, a» Iriſh Captain of a Privateer, under the late Kjng*s 
Commiſſion : And that the French Priſoners. were i! uſed by 
Warnnel and Sharrack, Servants to Mr.Dickinſon; and Wan- 
nel was turrd oat by Mr. Dickinſon, wicho: t any Oraer for it ; 
but Sharrack # till continu*d; and that when Dr. Welwood was 
at Plymouth, ax#dweighed the proviſions appointed for the Priſc- 
ners, inſtead of 4 I. weight, which was allow'dthem, there was not 
fall half that weight. '1 he Commiſſioners did write to My.Green- 
Inl, Commiſſioner of the Navy at Plymouth,to examine the Ma- 
ſters that came from France, touch1i9 their Information of the 
Priſoners beine zll 4d in France, who gave them an Account that 
having examin'd ſeveral of the Maſters, they confirw'd the 7 ruth 
of thetr (b) Information with their Oaths : But nothing was aone 
in it bythe Commiſſioners, and Dickinſon was continu'd in his 
Employment. 


- — 
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(4) Who was not a Priſoner at War to be Exchang'd, but a Pyrate 
to be try*d for his Life. 

(6 This Information was ſent to the Commilizoners, about the 6th 
or 7th of F«b, 169 3. attelted under the hands of one Bes. Cooke, and 
about 20 other Matters of Ships, who had been Priſoners in France, 
and then newly,return'd from St. Afalo to Plmonth, ſetting forth, that 
ſeveral 1 Pritoners, &c. eſcaped from Plymouth, in the Tranſport 
Ships,under the Notion of French Prifoners at War, by Bribing Nicho, 
Sharrack , and the Goaler, and that they had ſpoke with ſeveral [r:/# 
Captains at St. Malo, whoſe Names they mention, who aſſur'd there, 
That they eſcaped out of Phmomth Priton by Bribery, and that any 
one who had mony, might with eale do the like. Theſe Maſters in 
their information alſo atfirm, That before the Tranſport Ship, ( Fat 
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- brought them over to Plhymonth) Arriv'd at St, Afalr, they were well 
uſed, .and had Liberty to walk the Town upon Bayl ; but rhe French 
Priſoners. who came over in that Tranſport Ship, complaining to the 
Governour how Barbaroutly they. were us'd at, Plymonth ; rhat*they 
had half their Allowance kept from them, and were pagnantY beaten 
by FYannell the Goaler, ard ſeveral of their Heads were broke by 
him, which they ſhew'd the Governour ; this with other Complaints, 
o incens'd him, that he forthwith confined all the EFng!:/4 Priſoners to 
cloſe Prifon, uſeing them with much Barbarity. 
Fhere are other things worthy of Note, contain'd in this Informa- 
tion, for which Reaſon (after this Report) I ofcen mov'd at ſeveral 
hearings to have it produc'd, but could never obtain the ſame. 


The Fourth Article Complains, | 
That the Commiſſioners ſtifled the Complaints again#t Mp. 
Dickinſon for abuſing the Men in their Proviſions; and that 
they paſsd his Accounts without being ſworn to. 


Upon the Fourth Article, - 
It appears, That when Dr. Welwood aud Mr. Elder, cam 
into the Commiſſion, they found many Complaints againſt Dic- 
kinſon; Upon which My. Elder was ſt to Plymouth to exa- 
min into it : And that when he returned from thence, aud made 
his Report, Dr. Welwood mov'd the Board, that Dickinfon 
might be turn'd out. But the Commiſſioners refusd to do it, al- 
leaging, that they could find no body elſe to ſerve tn hisroom; ana 
after that, Dr. Welwood being at Plymouth, enquired into fe- 
veral complaints againſt Dickinſon ; and finding that he hadta- 
ken money of a Priſoner, who was half a» Engliſhman, to give 
him leave to go into the Countrey : and that he had given the 
Priſoners ſhort weight of proviſions, he propoſed to the Board, 
"#2 his RttarnroLondonyghat Dickinſon witht be turd out: 
but they refus'd it, It likewiſe appear'd, that the ſaid Dickinſon's 
"Accounts ftand open, and that none of them have been ſworn 10, 
af is the conſtant cuſtom in other Ports, where the Agent, Phyſi- 
Can 1nd Sureon, ſwear to the Acconnts, to the beſt of their 
ers know- 
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know ledge, before they 'receivue their money: As alſo that the. 


Commiſſioners make Dickinſon Debtor for the money they pay... 


him, and Creditor on his Account's which he aoes not ſwear to,and 
are not duly Examin'd: And that upon Baſton's finding fault 
with his Accounts,they were taken out of his hands to be inſpected 
by others, tho he ſays "tw.zs his buſineſs to examine all Accounts tn 
that Office. | | 

Ana Mr.Richard Gibſon certifies, by a writing anaer his hand. 
to this Board, That during the time he ſerved as Clerk to the 
Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded, there were Inſtrutti- 
ons ſent to their Agents at the (everal Ports, (ign'd by the Com- 
miſſioners, at leaſt by Three of them, and ſeal'd with the Seal of- 
their Office ; in which, to the beſt of his Remembraxce and Be-, 
lief, they were to (a) ſwear to the "Truth of their Reſpettive Ac- 
counts, | | 
| The Fifth Article complatns, 

That they keep their Accounts in a clandeſtine Manner, aud 
thereby give themſelves Opportunity to cheat ther. Majeſt ies. 

Which Article the Complainants (b) could not make out, un- 
leſs it were tw the 50 1. Bill to their Secretary, which is ment ion- 
ed inthe 7th Article, 


——— ———— 


(a) And this Article about Swearing was, to my knowledg,.in Mr. 
Dickinſons Inſtructions, tho the Commulſioners always diſpenc*d with 
the performance thereof: | 

(6) If this Article was not fully prov'd-before the Admiralty ; yes 
it may eaſily be made appear, not only by the Commiſſioners keeping 
their Books, but their ſhametyl partipliey) in paſling and paying 
Mr. Dickinſons Accounts of Plymoxth, without being Sworn to, to the 
great wrong of King and Subject ; and I remember when I left the 
Office I ſaw a Quarters Account. of Mr. zahin/ans, for a great ſum of 
Mony, then-about two years. old, Endors'd.upon' the back by Mr.Gar- 
rard the Commiſſioners Secretary, in thele words, This Account is yet 
to be Examined,when it had been Poſted in the Leidger, and paid long 
before. And in like manner, while I was i1n-the Office, all Accounts 
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that came, were poſted in the Leidger by Mr. Gzrrard before Exami- 
nation, and afterwards, as he thought fit, he gave them out to be ex- 
amin'd with conſtant inftruRions not to alter the Toral, but to re+ 
turn the ObjeRions in Writing to him ; bur whether he made the juſt 
abatements, is beſt known to his own Conſcience ; it appears by Mr, 
Dickinſon's Accounts, he did not: allo in the 6th Article of this Re- 
port tis prov'd, That Mr. Garrard having the diſpoſal of the King's 
Mony, paſles his own Aceounts, without any other Check ; all which 
I thiuk are demonſtrations of keeping their Accounts in a Clandeftine 
manner, ſoas to give themſelves opportunity to cheat the. King. 


The Sixth Article complains, 
That they give Additional Allowances to their Secretary and 
their Caſhier : And that their Secretary had not accompted for a- 
ny of the money impreſted to him. 


Upon the Sixth Article. 

It appears that they do allow an Addition of Salary to their 
Caſhier for a Clerk and Office, which the Commiſſioners ſay 
they think he deſerves ; ard it likewiſe appears that their Se- 
cretary has not regularly accounted for any mony impreſted to 
him, but paſſes his own Accounts without any other check. 


The Seventh Article complains, 

That when they went down to Pay the Quarters at Plymouth, 
they dedufted 6 d.'per Pound out of the Allowance for Ad- 
Vance-mony, aud that they took away the power of the diſpoſal 
of - their Tallies from their Caſhier, andgave it to their Secre- 
Fary. | 

Upon the'Seventh Article, 

It appears, The Commiſſioners in 1691. acquainted the Trec- 
fury, that the T allies could not be diſpos'dof ,vithout allowing 64. 
in the Pound Advance; That *twas true the Commiſſoxers 
aid deduct more than was abated for the ſelling the firſt Tallies ; 
but by ſelling other Tallies, they were out of Pocket ; ſo that 


when 
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when they had any T allies to diſpoſe of, they order'd their Caſhier 
to beat down the Price, without giving him a power to agree ;, (0 
that they are generalty diſpos*d of by their Secretary,who bad gol. 
in one Bill allowed him for Brokage,for procuring money «pon the 
T atieys ; which their Caſhier ſays, they deny'd to Jim : and that he 
knew nothing of it : For "twas mention'd in the Bill to him for 
advance, f 

That when their Caſhier diſpo#d of 10000 |. T alleys, without 
loſs, Mr. Johnſon, one of the Commiſſioners Clerks told him, he 
loft gol. by it : And the Commiſſioners threatned to complain of 
their Caſhier to the Treaſury, for diſpoſing of them. 


In Addition tothe Second Article of the Complainers, *cis 

fet forth, | 

That the Commiſſioners refws'd VV hite's Propoſals, tho he 
offer 'd to Tranſport the Priſoners cheaper than others. 

That the Commiſſion is in Efſett managed by Mr. Addiſon, 
Mr. Kirkby and their Secretary, who oftentimes Sign for the 
Commiſſioners. 

That they put the Kjng to too much charge for the ſick men 
ear London, by not ſending them to the London Hoſpitals. 

That after the laſt Battle they carry'd down more Chyrurge- 
ons zo Portſmouth, to look after the ſic: and wounded men than 
po neceſſary, thereby putting their Majeities to anextravagant 
\ charge. 
| It did appear that they refus'a VV hite's Propoſals, and told 
him, he went to take the Bread from others. That they ſert hin 
to Dulivier, who acquainted him, he could have had 20 5. pcr 
Head, but for him. hat they mage a Bargain for 15 5. per 
Head, tho V V hite made a Propoſal ia Writing, to ao it for 105. 

That there was a Certificate laid before us, fignd by T hree of 
the Commiſſioners, which did not appear to be their Hands, tho 
they ſaid, they believed they were : But Garrard ſays, he thinks 
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that he fizn'd for Mr.Kitkby : and Johnſon, one of the Clerks, 
for Mr. Addifon: Collins, another of the Clerks, ſays, That he 
oft times ſet the Commiſſioners Hands to Papers, by Mr. Gar. 
rard*s Order : And Johnſon ſays, he put Mr. Kirkby's Hand to 
4 Ticket, by Oraer of Mr. Addiſon «vd Mr. Shephard, which 
Mr. Kirkby afrerwards approvd. Dr. VVelwood being ast'd, 
whether he knew if this was a prattice amongſt them? ſaid, he had 
been told it, but did not believe it > But that looking over the 
Copy-book, ny a his Letters to ſeveral Papers, which he dow't 
remember to have fign'd, He further ſays, that Mr. Kirkby 
propos'dto ſign for Mr. Addiſon, andtook the Per in his Hand 
ro do it : upon which the Dy. went from the Board. This was 
emn'd by Mr. Kirkby. And My. Addifon being ask d the ſame 
Queſtion, ſaid, He had oftentimes ſeen the CommiſſtonersHanas 
fet to Tickets, in matters of Seamens Cloaths : My. Shephard 
fays, he believes it has been done : Mr. Kirkby ſays, he believes 
St h.zs been done for about theſe two Tears paſt; and My.Elder be- 
tieves it has been done once or twice. 

It appear'd, that by the method for taking care of ſick men near 
London, #t was in the power of My. Caſe, the Surgeon, to ſend 
them to the Hoſpital « next day after he had recerd them; by 
which he was intitled to 65. 84. for their care (a). 

That there was a great Number of Surgeons ſent down after 
the Battle, which the Commiſſioners ſay was for the better taking 
rare of the men. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to Your Majeſty. 
F. F.L. H.P. R.R. 


65. 84. for his Cure; whereas the whole charge to the King, of the Lor- 
don Hoſpitals, is but 24. a day, and the men better taken care of ; by 
which it appears. that in every 100/. the King paid at Deptford, his Ma- 
eſty-paid above 80 /. thereof in his own wrong, The 


(s)At Deptford the King paid 124. a as for each man's Quarters,and 


| The aforeſaid Report being thus made and ſign'd by Four | 
of the Lordsof the Admiralty, was carried by their Lord- | 
ſhips, on a S«r4y Night to Kezſington, to beread before the 4 
King in the Cabinet-Council ; but according to what the "= 
| Commiſſioners before threatned, that if they were caſt be. a | 
' forethe Admiralty, they could ſtop any Report from com-. 
/ ingtotheKing, y removing the matter to the * Council. * To pur- 
So indeed it prov'd ; for that Night Four of the Commiſſi- = de- 
oners for Sick and Wounded, had lodg'*d a Petition to the *?** 
| King, in the Nature of an Appeal from the Juſtice of the 
Admiralty : praying to be heard before His Majeſty in 
Council, touching the Crimes whereof they were accug'd: 
And His Majeſty was gracioully pleaſed toOrder, Thatthe 
Matter ſhould beExamin'd by a Committee of the Coun- 
cil on the Wedneſday following : So that the Admiralty's Re- 
port (as I was inform*®d) was not read to the King. 
| Then were the Commiſſioners and my ſelf, with others 
| concern'd, ſoon after ſummon'd before the Council : But at 
the firſt and ſecond attending, nothing material was done, 
and fo continued till the King was gone for Flanders; and 
then, after ſeveral days Examination before the Council, 
their Lordſhips made a Reportto herlate Majeſty of bleſſed 
| Memory; a Copy of which I have ſeen: And in the faid 
Report, among other things, iscontain'd, That the Commi/- 


fioners are gailty of 


EANXMNHALILLY, 


Great Miſmanagement, 
AND 


Breach of Truſt. 
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But after this Report was made, I found that. the Sick 
and Wounded Office ſtill ſtood as firm as ever : For I per- 
ceiy'd, tho Judgment was paſs'dagainſtthem, that they had 
obtain'd a Celſit Executio, for an unlimited time; By reaſon 
of which, Execution ſoon went out againit me : For the 
Commiſſioners, and their Emiſſaries employ'd for that pur- 
poſe, proclaim'd inall publick places, that hey were acquit- 
zed like worthy honeſt Gentlemen; and that I appear'd to be a. 
Falſe Accuſer; adding the opprobious Names of /:1/ain, Ir. 
former, &c. This ſoonoblig'd me to /ook to my /elf : and in 
order to put a {top to this horrible ſcandal, I reſolv'd to get 
a Copyof the Council's Report, andaccordingly I petition'd 
the Queen and Council for the ſame, in the words follow- 


ing : 


To the QUEEN'S Moſt Excellent Ma- 
jeſty, in Council. 


The humble Petition of Samael! Baſtor. 
Sheweth, 


TX your Petitioner having been formerly a Clerk to the 
Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded Seamen,&c. 4nd 
ſeeing divers Miſcarriages in their Office, which your Petitioner 
believed to be very prejudicial to Your Majeſty, did advertiſe 
the ſaid Commiſſioners thereof, but finding no redreſs, your 
Petitioner did, out of pure Zeal to your Majeſty's Service, lay 
down his ſaid Employment ; and ſoon after, viz, about the be- 
ginning of March laſt, did lay the ſaid Miſcarriages, in Wri- 
ting, before his Grace the Dake of Shrewsbury ; which ſaid 
Miſcarriages were, by His Majeity's C —_— Examined, 
| firſt 
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firſt before the Loras of the Admiraliy, and after, hefore- the 
Lords of Tour Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council ; 
at both which places, your Petitioner hambly conceives, he 
charg*d the ſaid Commiſſioners with nothing but. what he made 
appear. Tet, qa) the ſaid Commiſſioners give out, 
1 bat what they were Accus'a of, has prov/d to be malttious and 
falſe, and accordingly they are acquitted thereof ; by which Re- 
port your Petitioner is renared as one of the worſt of Men. Thoſe 
who are rightly efeFes to your Majeity, not knowing the true 
matter of Fatt, believe your Petitioner to be a malicious and ill 
principled man ; and thoſe diſaffetted to your Majeſty, do look up- 
on ihis as a Vittory they have obtains, and do eagerly layholdon 
all opportunities to defame and ruin your Petitioner, that all men 
by his Example maybe diſcourag'd from ſerving your Majeſty in 
this Kznd for the future : So that 50:1 Petitioner has not only 
the misfortune t0 loſe all he had to dejc::d upon in the world for a 
maintenance, but is like to be ruin'd in his Reputation alſo, which 
is more dear to him than Life. For preventing of which, 

Tour Petitioner does moſt humbly and earneſtly pray Your Sa- 
cred Majeſty graciouſly to order him a Copy of the Report 
that the bs of the Council made to your Majeſty about 
the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded, &c. that there- 
by your Petitioner may be enabled to take off the Scandal 
that has andwillbe upon him by the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
or any diſafſeited perſons : Alſo to enable your Petitioner to 
Re himſelf againſt any vexations Suit of Law, which 
the ſaid Commiſſioners may bring againſt your Petitioner 
for Scandal, and which they have not ſcrapled to threaten : 
By this means your Petitioner will he able to ſupport his Re- 
putation with all good men ; otherwiſe (without your Maje- 
ity's gracious Protettion) his Ruin will ſoon be accompliſh- 

ed forbeing ſo ready and zealous to ſerve your Majeſty : 
And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray, &c. . 
An , 
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And waiting on the Clerk of the Council to know the 
Anſwer to my Petition, he told me it was read, and then 
laid down, and nothing ordered upon it, whether it was 
granted or rejeted ; ſo that I could never get a Copy of the 
Councils Report, to juftifie my ſelf in the diſcharge of my 
duty. This put me much out of heart, being a confirma« 
tion of all the Scandals caſt upon me ; and thus was I left 
to God and the wide world, being afraid to walk the ſtreets 
tor a conſiderable time, left 1 ſhould be baited to death by 
the diſaffeed Party, &c. 


But now I ſhall relate the Examination theſe Miſcarria- 
ges met with before the Commiſſioners for ſtating the 
Publick Accounts. | 


When I firſt exhibited this Complaint to the Secretary of 
State in the beginning of March 1693. I then alfo preſented 
a Copy thereof to the Commiſſioners of Accounts, where it 
ſlept quietly about five months ſworn to, till the Lords of 
the Admiralty and Council had gone through with it, as 
is before related ; and there being one Mr. (2) John 
Leckie , who had Signed the Complaint , being the 
Principal Evidence concerning the miſcarriages of Mr. 
Dickinſon at Plymouth, in barbarouſly uſing the French 
Priſoners and Searhen in the Hoſpital, by cheating them 
of the King's Allowance, with many other miſcarriages 
ſupported by the Commiſſione:'s, the faid Mr. Leckie ha- 
ving been before the Admiralty and Counc:!, and having 
ſtayed in London a conliderable time after all was over, 


—— 


—— — TO — 


(4) The King's Surgeon at Plymorth, that took care of the ſick and. 
wounded Seamen, &c. and was an Eye-witnels to all the miſcarriages 
of Mr. Dickinſon, 


he 
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Feand I did deſpair of ever being -calPd by the Com” 
miſſionersof Accounts. And Mr. Leckie meeting with atr 
opportunity, went on board the Mocho Frigat to the Ef. 
Indies, on his own Afairs, about the beginning of Jay, 
1694. Not long after, vis. the fir of Auguſt following, 
I received an Order from the Commiſſioners of Accounts, 
requiring my attendance on them the third !Inſtant, and 
I was alſo order'd to acquaint Mr. Leckie that heſhowd 
| likewiſe attend at the fame time. According to this 
Order I did attend the Commiſſioners of Accounts at 
their Office in Tort-Buildings, where, after I had acquaint- 
eq them that Mr, Leckie was gone to Sea, they told 
me the Board had come to a Reſolution to examine 
my Complaint, and that if I was willing to juſtifie it, they 
would appoint a day for the Comim1iTioners for Sick and 
Wounded, and I to attend : They allo told me, that the 
Complaint conſiſting of Seven Articles, the hrit Three Ar- 
ticles, which chiefly related to a Correſpondence with the 
French, did not properly lie before them; fo that they reſo!- 
ved to begin at the Fourth Article : To which I anfwer'd, 
That the Fourth Article conſiſted chiefly of the Miſcarria- 
ges of Phmouth : to the Truth of which Mr. Leckie had 
made Oath before them when the Complaint was firſt ex- 
hibited, and that his Name was written in the Margin, as 
the principle Witneſs thereto ; and that I could fay little to 
it, having never been at Phmoath in my Lite. And Ifur- 
ther acquainted them, iThat the Correi|pondence with the 
French was the chief Reaſon I laid down my Employment 
in order to detect it, which I lookt upon as my duty to do ; 
and that 7conceiv'd, as their Honours were Members of 
| Parliament, it might not be improper for their cognizance 
to lay,before the Houſe of Commons at their next meeting; 


a Correſpondence with the Exemy being a matter that. 
' | {v 


| (24) 

ſo much concern'd the Safety of their Country : I alſo 
acquainted them that the Fourth Article had been twice 
ſufficiently prov'd already by Mr. Leckie, before the Ad- 
miralty and Council, as would appear by each of their 
Reports, which I thought their Honours might receive as 
Evidence of the truth thereof, and that ſeeing they thought 
fir to reject the moſt material part of the Complaint, and 
the principal Evidence to the reſt being abſent ; I prayed 
to be excus'd any further Attendance in regard there could 
be no full hearing, and that T had been much fatigued 
already,and pray'd now to have a little reſt,deſigning tolay 
all theſe matters before the King, at his Majeſty's arrival 
from Flanders. 

But notwithſtanding this, and what elſe T urged (be- 
ing twice before them)the Commiſſioners rejected the firſt 
three Articles of my Complaint that I was a Witneſs 
to, which related to a Correſpondence with France, and 
barbarouſly uſing the French Priſoners, &c. And oa the 
contrary, would oblige me to ſtand to that which Mr. 
Leckie, had ſworn to about five Months before, and ac- 
cordingly they Iflued their Precept for me to attend them 
at their Board! and being come, { found the Commiſſioners 
for Sick and Wounded had brought one a) Mr.Sharrick to 
be a Witneſs for them, and his Maſter.Dicki»/on; and when 
the Commiſſioners of Accounts had ſent for us up, the 
fourth article of the Complaint was read, which related 
to Mr. Dickinſon, which Mr. Sharrack rediculd, ſaying, 
Not one word of it was true; and then one of the Com- 
miſlioners of Accounts, who was Chairman, in the name 
of the Board, told me, That the Commiſhonersfor Sick and 
Wounded had brought Mr. Sharrack to be an Evidence 


* 
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(2) Lare Clerk to Mr.Dikinſon at Plymouth, ard now in the ſame Fire 
ployment under the new Agent, 


in 


2 
in the behalf of Mr. Dickinſas , and that the Board was 
reſoly'd to hear what he could fay to that matter; at 
which being ſurprized, I anſ{wer'd, that I thought he 
was not a proper Evidence, and laid down ſeveral reaſons 
for it, to the Effect following, 


Firſt, That Mr. Sharrack himſelf ftands accuſed as a 
Criminal in diſcharge of his Duty, while he was Mr. 
Dickinſon's Clerk, and his Nameis mention'd as ſuch in 
the third Article of this Complaint; and it appears he 
is a Criminal, and has abuſed the Frexch Priſoners by 


the third Article of the Lords of the Admiraltie's * Report ;« AC: 

- : = . Py 
therefore to admit- him a Witneſs upon Oath, againſtof which 
that Complaint in whichhe not only ſtands charged as aldeliver- 
Criminal, but has been proved fo, is to ſwear him in hig** ** the 


own behalf, which I told their Honours I thought was 
contrary to Law. 

Secondly, That if their Honours ſhow'd believe what 
Mr. Sharrack was about to {wear, they muſt of Conſe- 
quence make Mr. : Leckie Perjured, which I thought wou'd 
appear to be very hard dealings with a Man that is abſent 
at Sca, who ſtaid ſo long in London waiting their Honours 
Commands, and who fo fairly proved theſe very mat- 
ters twice before at the Admiralty : and Council, . where 
this Mr. Saarrack durit not appear ;to confront him. 

Thirdly, That Mr. Dickin/on being 2ccuſed (I conceiv'd) 
ought to come up and an{wer {or himſelf ; for ſeeing I was 
forc'd againit my \Will by their Honours Precept, to at- 
tend a matter I knew littie of, 1 thought it was too much 
Favour !or Mr. Dic{tz/o, who had becn before proved a 
Crimiral, to ſpare him the trouble, and ſuffer him thus to 
anſwer by Proxy to matters of ſuch moment, 


Board. 
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* To: which the Chairman made anſwer to this ERe&X; 
That all theſe matters'in the End ſhould | be duly conf 
dered by the Board. But becauſe: Mr. Sharrack had ta: 
ken ſolong a Journey on purpoſe,they were (a) reſolved to 
hear what he could ſay. To which 1 replied, chat I pro- 
teſted againſt their Proceedings, believing it illegal, and 
that, if they thought fit, I would ſubmit my ſelf. therein 
to the Opinion of rhe Attorney General. Ar which 
they were angry, faying, I arraigned the Juſtice of 
their Boord, and ſtood in Contempt of the Authority of 
their Board, &c. I anſwered, That ther Honours could 
not reaſonably blame me, if they conſidered what I had 
gone through already, and how much my Reputation la 

at ſtake, for thatthe Commiſhoners for Sick and Wound. 
ed, and T, could not be all in the right, but Puniſhment 
muſt- of neceflity be due- to one fide or the other. But 
notwithſtanding the Commiſhoners of Accounts would 
proceed to examine Mr. Sharrack; and firſt he produc'd an 
Affidavit, ſworn by himſelf, which was read at the Board, 
the purport of which was to teſtifte how long he had 
Tferv'd under Mr. . D#ckinſoz, and that he had manag'd all | 
affairs for his Maſter, both relating to the Sick Wounded 
Seamen, and Priſoners at War; and that he believed no- 
thing was ated by his Mafter, but he was privy to it, 
&c. which Afﬀidavit I fuppoſe was produced to make 
whatever he ſhould ſwear, carry the greater faceof truth, 
in reference to his knowledge of matters and things, and 
as a foundation whereon Mr. Sharrack was to build the 
following depoſition, the ſum and fubftance of which I 
ſhall relate as ſhort as I can. 


_ 


(a) Having from m unwillingneſs good grounds to believe I was not 
able to contradi& bs 


The _ 
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:..:The Commiſſioners of Accounts having given Mr. 


Sharrack his Oath, they read the fourth Article of the” 
Complaint ; the firft Partieular of which contained theſe 


words, viz, | 


That the Commiſſioners * for their own private Intereſt, con- ' 


nive at, and permit thoſe employ'd under them —_— their Ma- 
Jeſties, appears by their paſſing by and ſtifling all Comp 

a24inſt Mr. Dickinſon, their Agent at Plymouth ; aft which 
have been laid before them (everal times : Firſt, his hard aſage 
to the French Priſoners, in allowing them only Two Pence yer 


diem 4 man, for the ſpace of Fourteen Months, with « Loaf of 


Bread, which he gave them for a Penny, and had himſelf ſrxteen 
of ſaid Penny Loaves for a Shilling ; and upon Complaint mage 

e afterwards allowed an Half Penny per Day more : That b: 4+ 
bated an Half Penny per diem from each Priſoners Allowance, 
under pretence of finding them Water , mhich they are ſupplied 
with gratis 4t all other ports;neither &id it cot him any thing here, 
he obliging one Pike a Vittualler to ſupply them with W ater for 
the liberty of ſelling them Ale. Tet o poor men had not a Pint 
of water aday per man; and thoſe that went not upon thewater”s 
firſt coming to the Priſon, had none at all,there being ſeveral Pri- 
ſoners who periſh'd for want of water (4). 


— —_ —_ — 
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(a) The Seat of War being moiſt to the Weſtward, caus'd great 
Numbers of French Priſoners to be brought into P/ymenih more than 
other Ports, whoſe barbarous uſage was from time to time repreſent- 
ed to the Commiſſioners, not only by the poor Priſoners themſel ver, 
bur alſo by Monſieur Delagni:, Inrendant General of the Marine at P«- 
ri, in ſeveral Letters, ſetting forth: the inhumane wage the French, 
Priſoners had from Mr. Dichi»ſon and his Servants, in defrauding them 
of their Allowance, &c. by reaſon whereof many of them died, with 
repeated Threats to ufe the Exglifh Priforters with the like Cruelty,if it 
was not redreſs'd ; which never being done by the Cammiſſioners, .but 
Ek 2 _=_y Thus 


a” 
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aints made 


* For 
lick and 
Wound- 
ed. 
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rather encouraged, was certainly the true Cauſe of all the miſery that 
the Engliſh Priſoners ſaftered in France, in which Hundreds periſhed : 


1 
And theſe Letters of Monſieur Delagmi's, I may'd ſeveral timestohave; 
produc'd, but could never obtain the ſame. 


Thus it appears Mr. Leckie ſwore there was about three 
Farthings per dirs deduQted from the French Priſoners , 
whoſe whole allowance was but Four Pence each man a 
day, except Commiſſion'd Officers, whoſe Number was ve- 
ry inconſiderable ; but where any ſuch were taken (that 
could not handſomly be ſuffered to Run, or elſe Exchang'd 
for common Seamen) they were not kept to this miſerable 
Pittance ; but on the contrary, permitted to Ride up and 
down the Countrey, under pretence of Recovery of their + 
Health, &c. 

But now.comes Mr. Sharrack to counter-ſwear what was 
before ſworn by Mr. Leckie ; and in order thereunto poſi- 
tively depones to this Effeft, That he was the perſon that 
conſtantly paid the French Priſoners their allowance, and 
that Mr. D:ckinſon never deducted above a Farthing a da 
irom the Priſoners, which was for ſupplying them wid 
Water and Straw. 

And the Chairman demanding of me, what I had to 
obje& againſt Mr. Sharrack's Oath, I anſwered, That tho 
knew little of the Aﬀairs of Phmoath, yet I was much ſur- | 
priz'd at what he had ſworn ; and therefore I pray'd their 
Honours to ſend for the Commiſſioners Letter-book, where- 
in I would ſhew them the Entry of a Letter that the Com- 
miſſioners for Sick and Wounded writ to Mr. Dickinſon 
concerning a Complaint they received againſt him about 
abufing the French Priſoners. Andthatthe Commiſſioners 
in that Letter writ to Mr. Dickinſon thus: We hear you dee 
dutt Three Faxthings a day from the Priſoners : pray let ws. - 
know how it comes t0 be 3. We know you dedutted : _— to" * 

bn ore. 


We. 


(29) 
former Dircclion. By which, and Mr. Dickinſon's Anſwer, 
Itold their Honours they would ſurely find that Mr.Shar- 
rack had not {worn right. Butthe Chairman ſaid, *twould 
put them out of their method-; and that they would: ſend 
for the Book to morrow. I anſwered, That I conceiv'd it 
would not hurt their method, to dete@ a man in a falſe 
Oath; the End of all methods in theſe Caſes, being to find 
out the Truth; and therefore I inſiſted ſeveral times,and 
pray*d, That in Juſtice to Mr. Leckie, who wasabſent, the 
Book might beſent for, and prodnc'd while the Commiſſi- 
© onersfor Sick and Wounded, and Mr. Sharrack, were pre- 
ſent, to prevent all Tricks in alteringthe Book, &c. that o- 
therwiſe might be done before the morrow : At whichone 
of the Commiſſionersof Accounts was pleas'd to ſay, That 
ifT inſiſted tohavethe Book ſent for, *rwas his Opinion they 
_— rodoit ; notwithſtanding which I could not (a) pre- 
vail. 

But before I proceed to the next part of Mr. Sharrack's 
Depoſition, I ſhall paſs to the following day when the Book 
was ſent for, and 1o relate what became of this part of his 
Oath. 

On the morrow the Commiſhoners for Sick and Woun- 
ded, and my ſelf, being again before the Commiſſioners of 
Accounts, according toOrder, they produc'd their Letter- 
Book ; (But here 'tis to be noted Mr. Sharrack was not pre- 
ſent, being diſcharg'd any further attendance the Night be- 
fore) And the Letter that I mentioned being read, they 


(a) Tho Mr. Sharrack was to be diſcharg'd any further attendance 
that Night ; and it would not have taken up above a querter of an 
hour to have ſent for the Pook, being no further than from Tork-Bmild- 
- iugs to Scotland-Tard. 


found- 
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found init the words before-mentioned, viz. We hear yog 
aedutt 3 a day from the Priſoners : pray let us know how it comes 
tobe ?.; we know you dedutted \; according to former airectton, 


But Mr. Aadiſor, one of the Commiſſioners for Sick and 
Wounded, ftanding up, told the Chairman, he was under 


2 little miſtake in reading rhat part of the Letter: forthem 


Figures which he read for Three Farthings and an Half 
Peany, were not fo, but Three Fourths ot a Farthing and 
alfa Farthing: At whichit wasdemanded,how they made 
up their Accounts with ſuch odd Money. Very eaſily, 


May it pleaſe your honour, replied Mr. Aadiſon. 'Then to - 


trace the matter further, T mov'd that Mr. Uickin/or's 0- 
T11ginal Letter might be produc'd, which he writinanſwer 
to the Commiſhoner's Letter, which being read, Mr. 
Dickinſon ſaid in it in his own defence, That he never 
deducted but a Farthing a day from the Prifoners, and de- 
firing to ſee the Letter, I found the word Farthing was 
iterlined, and the word under it blotted out; and urging 
to tne Chairman that the Letter had been altered ; he an- 
ſwered it-could not be, ſeeing Mr. Dickinſon, that wrote 
the Letter, had not been in Town for ſeveral Months; to 
which I replied, that Mr. Sharrack his Clerk wrote the 
Body of the Letter, and was laft night in Townto alter 
It; but that he was either infatuated, or in haite when he 
did it, for he had not done it right, ſo as to bear 2- 
ny coherence with the,Commiſſioner's Letter : With that 
Mr. Aadiſon alledg?d, That Mr. Dickinſon's \ay:ng he de 
ducted but a farthing a day from the Priſoners was accord- 
ing to what Mr. Sharrack had ſworn ; but one of the 
Commiſſioners of Accounts was pkas'd to (peak to the 


"Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded m this manner, 


Gentlemen, here is no agreement between your Letter and 
Diciinſon's anſwer ; for you write to Mr. — to 
now 


ee, 


(31) . 
know why he deduQed three fourths of a Farthing from 
the Priſoners, and he writes you word 1a his anſwer, that 
he never deducted but a Farthing, which is four Fourths ; 
ſothat this won't hang together at all, to which Mr. A4a- 
aiſonanſwer'd; may it pleaſe your Hon0Our, we writ to 
Mr. Dickinſon to know why he deducted three farthings 
2 day from the Priſoners, and he writes us word again in 
this Letter, that he never deduRted but a Farthing, which 
is according to what My. Sharrack has ſworn. The ſame 
Gentlemen replied, But Sir, you faid juſt now it was three 
fourths of a Farthing. May it pleaſe your Honour, re- 
plied Mr. Addiſon, I could not fay fo, there's no ſuch Mo- 
ney goes in Ezeland, I beg your Honour not to miſtake 
me, Pm ſure ?tis all very right, God forbid we ſhould do 
an 1l] thing, may it vleaks your Honour, &c. Nay Sir, fays 
he, either you or I are in a falſe Story, Dll refer it to 
the whole Board; PII bejudg'd by your own Brethren 
it you did not fay juſt now, it was three fourths of a Far- 
thing. Yes, {lays Mr. * Shepherd , Mr. Aaaiſon, you did 
ſay 'twas three fourths of a Farthing, I would not con» 


it pleaie your Honour, ſays Mr. Addiſon. Why then, ſays 
the ſame Gentleman again,If you take it that way, there's 
{till no agreement between your Letter and Dickinſors an- 
{wer, for you write to Mr. Dickinſox to know why he de- 
ducted three Farthings a Day from the Priſoners, and 
turther you ſay, you know he dedutted a half-penny ac- 
cording to former direttion ; and he writes you word 
in his Anfwer,that he never deduQed but a Farthing. Now 
no Man in his Wits can ſuppoſe that Dickinſon deduQt- 
ed leſs than you all allow'd him to deduct. May it 

| pleaſe 


* One of 
the Com- 


. . miſſioners 
tradict you though I did think you were miſtaken. for Sick 


Well, fays the Chairman, which is it three ſourths of a and "M 
Farthing, or three Farchings ? It is three Farthings, may V0w"e* 
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leaſe your Honour, ſays Mr. Addiſon, we never allow'd 
im to deduQt any thing ; nay, fays he, your own Let- 
ter- Book is a Witneſs to the contrary, wherein you do 
not only approve of his deducting a halt-penny a day, 
but quote your former Order tor it, or elſe what do you 
mean by them words ; we know you de:lucteda half: pen- 
ny aday, according to former Direttion? at which Mr, 
Adaiſon was quite gravelPd. And then I mov'd the 
Board to give the Commiſſioner's Secretary [1s Oath, to 
ſew more plainly that the three fourths of a Farthing 
was only a prevaricating Evaſion of Mr. Aaai/o#'s to co- 
ver the Crime ; but they were pleas'd to an{wer there 
was no need of it; for the matter was plain enough, and 
they were very well ſatisfied how it ſtood. So rhey or- 
der'd their Clerks to take a Copy of the Commiſſioner's, 
and Dickinſon's Letter, and now I ſhall humbly ſubmit ir 
to better Judgment, Whether Mr. Dizkinſoz”s Letter 
was not alter'd in retercnce to the Words Farthing, a 
Day, and alſo how true Mr. Sharract's Oath has been 
in this part - But here follows more of the fame 
{tamp. 

And now I ſhall go back to the day before, and pro- 
ceed upon Mr. Sharrack's depoſition. 'The Commiſnoners 
of Accounts having refus'd to fend for the Letter-Book, 
as is before-mentiond , they proceeded to read the next 
Branch of the fourth Article, in the Complaint, which was 
in theſe Words , viz. Secondly. 7hat Mr. Dickinſon 
with-held the Seamens Allowance of meat from them, in the 
Hoſpital at Plymouth, for that i preſence of one of the Cone 
miſſroners four Mens ' Allowance of meat weighed ouly one 
Pouns., ſix Onnces, whereas it ſhould have weighed four 


Poaras. This Mr. Leckie had alſo ſwore to. 


In 


( 33) 


In oppoſition to to which, Mr. Sherrack, upon lis Oath, 
poſitively affirmd to the EfeRX following: (a) That he was 
thePerſon that always took Care of the Proviſious for the 
Hoſpital, and that the men, ſuch as could eat Fleſh, had. 
always full weight of Proviſions, according to whole Al- 
lowance, except what ſma!l matter might reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to waſte in the Boyling; and to ſhew thar 
there was often ſuch Complaints made upon no grounds 
he continues upon his Oath to give the following In- 
ſtances, Sir Cl/onaſly Shovell (ſays he) coming a Shear one 
morning, the Seamen in the Hoſpital made complaint to 
him, that they had not full allowance, and that their 
Proviſions was not good, upon which SirClonaſiey came to 
the Hoſpital, and order'd me to take ſome pieces of the 
Beef out of the Copper, which were found to be full 
Weight ; with that Sir Clowaſtey calld for fome Bread, 
&c. faying he would taſte this Beef, of which there was 
ſuch Complaints, which he liked fo well, that he ear 
tle beſt part of two pieccs, and blamed the men for com- 
plaining, telling them they were well uſed, and that 
the Beet was as good as any he had at his own Table. 
And Mr. Sharrack going to proceed, I interrupted, asking 
him, were they four Pound pieces that you {wear Sir 
Clowdſiey Shove!l taſted of? Heanſwer'd, yes; but the Chair- 
man told me, TI muſt not interrupt him and that he 
{wore / cautioully. Yes Gentlemen, replied I, he ſwears 
very Cautioully, he ſwears Sir Clo4ey Shove!l cat above 
tour pound of Beei by way of a raſte; andatier Mr. $ar- 
r2::4 had made ſeveral Speeches, thac perhaps he might be 
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(a) A Very unchriſtian AC to encour2ge Mr. $h47ric+ to proceed upon 
his Oath, when what he had {worn before ſmelzs lo iftrong of Per- 
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miftaken in the quantity of Beef, and he was ſure there 
was all imaginable Care taken, and that 'twas malice a- 
21inſt his Naſter, &c.The Chairman ask*d me, what had I 
to object ? 

Lakers, That when this Particular was Examined 
before the Admiralty, Door Welwood acknowledged 
that he was the Commiſhoner that Mr. Leckze mentions 
in the Complaint before whom the meat was weighed in 
Plmoath Hoſpital, that prov*'d ſo much ſhort of Weight, 
and that ſeeing DoCtor Welwood did not now attend with 
the reſt of the Commiſſioners, prayed he might be ſent for 
Face to Face, with Mr. Sharrack, to be asked ſome queſti- 
ons about this matter, the Chairman anſwer'd, that he was 
order'd to attend with the reſt of the Commiſſoners, 
but that he pretended ſome earneſt Buſineſs, and prayed 
their excuſe, ſo they would ſend for him to morrow. But 
I continuedto pray their Honours to ſend for him Face to 
Face with Mr. Sharrack, becauſe he was to be diſcharg'd 
any further Attendance that Night, otherwiſe their Ho- 
nours could not ſo eafily diſcover the Truth, but I could 
not prevail, for the Chairman anſ{wer'd, that the next day 
would do as well, and that they would conſider of all 
th:ſe matters in the End.So now Imulſt paſs tothe next day 
(when DoQtor YVVelwood was preſent, and Mr. Sharrack 
gone) and give an account what became of this part of 
Mr. Sharrack's Depoſition. 

The nextday giving my Attendance, and the Dr. being 
ask d ſeveral Queſtions upon Oath, did anſwer to this Et- 
fet, That when he was at Phmouth there was Complaint 
made to him, that the Seamen in the Hoſpital had ſhort 
Weightof Proviſions ; upon which he faid he wear to the 
Hoſpital, and caufing ſeveral Pieces of. the meat to be ta- 

kenout of the Copper, that ſhould have been Four Pound , 
piece 
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Peices, he found upon weighing them, that none of them 
was(a) half that weight : Upon which he ſaid; he Repri- 
manded Mr. D:cktn/oz and Sharrack ; and that he hoped it 
was afterwards n:ended. Upon which I mov'd, that the 
Door might be ask'd, upor his Oath, who it was thar 
took the Beef out of the Copper, and weighed it before 
him? He anſwered, it was Mr. Sharrack, who managed 
the Hoſpital under Mr. Dickinſon: And then I referred it 
to their Honours to conſider what an Oath Mr. Sharrack 
had yeſterday made, who ſwore, Thatthe men had always 
full Weight of Proviſions in the Hoſpital ; againſt whom 
there is firſt Mr. Leckies Oath, who was Surgeon upon the 

lace, and an Eye-witneſs; and now alſo Dr. Werood 
wears, that Sharrack himſelt weighed thoſe very Provili- 
ons that were ſhort of Weight, asatoreſa;d. 

Butnow I muſt be forc'dagain togo back tothe preceed- 
ing Day, to procee( upon the laſt part of Mr. Sharrack's 
Depoſition: and I am oblig'd to take this broken method 
in relating it, becauſe the Examination was not ſo compaCt 
as it might have been, Sharrack being ſuffer'd to ſwear be- 
hind Mr. Leckzes back; and the Evidence againit Sharract 
being {worn behind his back, when they mightas well have 
all been Face to Face. And the Commiſſionersof Accounts, 


——— — 
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(a) Theſe Proceedings were ſo notorious, that Nicholas Sharrack 
was generally k1.own in the Fleet to be the Man that cheated the Sca- 
men of their Allowance in Phmenth Heofpital 3 and when he was in 
London, has confelled he durit nor go to the Navy Office by day-light 
tor fear of being, bearen, or kill'd by the Seamen : And I have fren a 
Letter to the Commili.oners, under his own hand, wherem he gives 
them an Account of a Mutiny at Phmomib by the Seamen, and how 
they threatned to burn the Hoſpital; and that they atlaulted his houle, 
threatning to kill him ; ſo that he was forc'd ro w:rhdraw into the 
Countrey 3 and all becauſe of thele Cheats, which were never redreis*'« 
by the Commuſſtoners, but his Maſter Dic&@zjoz and he fill proteed 


by them. E 
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as I have before related, not thinking fit to ſend-for Dr. 
Welwood, they proceeded upon the next particular of the 
Fourth Article in the Complaint, which being read, con- 
tain'd theſe Words, viz. Thirdly, That Mr. Dickenſon 
Paid the People that Quarter the Seamen, at Five Shilings 
Six Pence per Week, the Kjnz"s Allowance being Seven Sml- 
linzs, To this alſo Mr. Leckie had Sworn. 

In opp ſition to which, Mr. Sharrac# politively Swears, 
That he was the Perſon that made up his Matiter's Ac- 
counts, gave out the Tickets for the Sick and Wounded, 
and paid the Money to the People that Quarter'd them ; 
and that there was never deducted above Six Pence in the 
Pound, which was for Returns of Money from Loxdon. 
And the Chairman demanding of me what TI had to ob- 
jet, I anſwer'd to this Effect : 

When this Article was Examin'd before the Admiralty, 
Mr. Dickenſon was there to juſtifie himſelf, and (4) Mr. 
Sharrack was left at Plymonth; and one of the Lords of 
the Admiralty, in my hearing, did Examine Mr. Dicken- 
ſon, {peaking to him 1n this manner. 

Mir. Dickenſon, we will not Examine you upon Oath, 
becauſe *tis againſt your ſelf; but declare upon your Ho- 
nour, as you are a Gentleman, what was the moſt that 
ever' you deducted from the People that Quarter*d the 
Seamen. To which Mr. Dicken/on anſwer'd, I never de- 
ducted above T welve Pence in the Pound, which was for 


— - — = — — 
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(4) He being the Tool to do all. the Executive Part of theſe 
Cheats, durſt not then appear Face to'Face with Mr. Leekie, bur Mr. 
Dickenſon was thought fitter to come up , thar whatever Crimes were 
prov d, he might pretend Ignorance, ant ſhift them off rg his Clerk. 
But ſo ſoon as Mr. Leckie was gone to Sea, up comes Sharrack, and 
couragioully Swears a dire Negative to all that Mr. Leckie had tworn 
believing none was able to contradi& him. 


Returns 
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Returns of Money. Upon which his Honour turning to 
my Lord Faul+land { who was Chairman) ſaid, my Lord, 
This Matter looks with a very ill Face; for I remember 
{ome time ago, when one Bex. Berry, now Surgeon at 
Plymouth, brought a complaint againſt Mr. Dicken/on, he 
alſo accus'd him of the ſame Crime that Mr. Leckie now 
do's, of making unreaſonable Deductions from the People; 
and tFen we would have had Mr. Dickenſon come up to 
anſwer for himſelt; but he pretending much of the King's 
* Buſineſs, we excus'd him, and he ſent up his Man, one 
Nicholas Sharrack, to juitifie his Proceedings : And I re- 
member Sharract, in his Maſter's Juſtification, Swore be- 
fore us, That his Maſter never d-.1tted above Eighteen 
Pence in the Pound ; and now Mr. D:ctex/or declares upon 
his Honour, he never deducted but Twelve Pence. There- 
fore (added I )) I pray your Honours to ſend to the Ad- 
miralty for the Mus of Mr. Sharrack's Depoſition before 
their Lordſhips ; for you will find that in Mr. Berry's com- 
plaint ( which was about February, 169; ) Mr. Sharrack 
then Swore, That Mr. Dickenſon never deduQted above 
Eighteen Pence in the Pound. And afterwards, before 
the Admiralty, Mr. 'D:c&enſoz himſelf, about April 1694. 
lays, he never deducted bur "Twelve Pence. And now 
Mr. Sharrack Swears again poſitively, before your Ho- 
nours, he never deducted but Six Pence. To which the 
Commiſſioners an{wer'd, That there muſt be Perjury et- 
ther on one ſide or the other; and the Chairman ſaid, they 
would take care to fend for the Mizaits of the Admiralty 
that I had defir'd, and conſider of all thefe matters in the 
end: And accordingly I left in Writing, how they ſhould 
deſcribe the ſaid Mzmazts in their Letter or Precept to the 
Lords of the” Admiralty ; but whether they have got it, or 
not, I don't know. ' Thus in the beginning of Adagef, 
169 4. 
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1694, in one Day, Mr. Sharrack finiſhed his Depoſition, 
which he came from Phmoauth to make, and was the ſame 
Night diſcharg'd any further Attendance, and hurry'd 
out of Town again down to his Poſt, as an honeſt Man 
lit to ſerve the King. 

About this time I had notice that one Capt. Mite was 
come for England, who is the Perſon mention'd in the 
Lords of the Admiralty*s Report, that in the beginning 
of the War made a Propoſal in Writing, to the Com- 
miſſioners for Sick and Wounded, to Tranſport the Pri- 
ſoners at War, for Ten Shillings per Head, and afterwards 
made a verbal Propoſal to do it for Eight Shillings a Head; 
but he being at Sea when this Complaint was Examin'd 
before the Admiralty, the verbal Propoſal of Eight Shil. 
lings a Head could not be fully prov'd - Bur now, hearing 
he was come for Eng/-4, T acquainted the Commiſſioners 
of Accounts, who at my inſtance were pleas'd to ſend for 
him : And the ſaid Capt. Y/Vhite prov'd before their Hc- 
nours, That the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded, 
refus'd to employ him for Eight Shillings a Head, Mr Ad- 
aiſor telling at the Board, he could not underteke jt 
at ſo low a rate; and that he did it to prejudice other 

Men ; raiſing many other Difficulties and Objections, &>c, 

and bid him go and talk with Mr. Peter Daltvier, and Mr. 

Holaer ; and that going tothem, each of them ro!d himthe 

ſaid Capt. Y/hzie, he had ( 4 ) ſpoiled the Market, and 

that they could have had Twenty, if not Thirty Shillings 
for each Exgliſh Paſſenger, had it not been for him. 


D — 
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(4) Note, Mr. Holder had then made a Propoſal, in Writing, to the 
Commiſhoners, for Thirty Shillings a Head ; therefore the Sharers 
therein, had reaſon to be angry with Capt. VF ite, for propoling to 
do the ſame thing for Eight. 

I have Mr. Ho!der's Original Propoſal of 30-5, ready to produce. 


And 


 ) 
And the Commiſſioners E: Af quite Uiſcourag'd Cap- 
tain White's, propoſal of Eight Shillings a head, they pre- 
ſentedto the Admiralty a Repreſentation, a Copy where- 
of I ſhall inſert, as followeth, 


— —— 
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70 the Right honourable the Lords ( ommi Jioners ſor exe- 
cuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of Eng- 
land. 


The Commiſſioners for exchanging Priſoners at War, 
Repreſent, | 


TA in purſuance of an Order of his Majeſty in Coun- 
cil, dated the21lt. of this Inſtant November, 4 Co- 
Py whereof is hereunto annexed, We have received propo- 
fals from ſeveral Perſons for a Sbip to carry French Pri-g 
foners at VVar for France , and to bring back the Eng-vith Mc. 
liſh Priſoners from thence , and find the Propoſals of Ri-;"*" P* 


© lover. 


chard Holder * of London , Merchant,” to be the fair-+ yarruth, 


ft, * which are, either 10 have twenty Shillings a Flead foyfor cight 
each Engliſh Priſoner he ſhall bring from France, or if he head ; 
may have Liberty to carry to France ſuch « quantity oftairer than 
Engliſh Goods as are not contraband, bringing back only Mo-* venty. 
ney for them, for which he will give ſuch Seturity as ſhall 
be required, that then he will bring all the Engliſh Priſe- 
ners home for nothing. 

The Ship is called the Flizabeth of London, Barthes 
Eighty Tuns , ten Men, and ſix great Gans, now lying in 
the River Thames, and ready to Launch. 


Wt 


« v "2 
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the Coum- 
miſhon- 
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We pray your Lordſhip's ſpeedy DirefFions, which of theſe 
Propoſals we ſhall agree «pos. 


Tho. Addiſon. 


29th Nov. 1689. 
, Antho. Shepherd. 


There are two Commiſſioners more that iigned this 
Repreſentation, whoſe Names I ſhall omur becauſe 
they are dead. 


And the Commiſſioners giving this Repreſentation to 
the Admiralty , their Lordihips refuied to give them 
direftion to agree for twenty Shillings a Head, ac- 
counting it an extravagant price, ſo the Commiſſion- 
ers were forced to ſink the price to fifteen Shilling a head, 
and then they employed the ſame Captain Ihe, with 
the ſame Ship, and Covenanted for fifteen Shillings a 
Head, for the ſame Service he had before offter'd for 
Eight Shillings, our of which Captain YV/}ze allow'd 
gratuities to Mr. 19.a& , and Dulivier, at the rate of 
Half a Crown a Head for each Priſoner, and at the ma- 
king up of one account between him and Mr. Holzer, 
there was about ninety odd Pounds of ſuch Half-Crowns 
deducted from the faid V/hire, out of his Freight, 
which was done by vertue of a Colluſive Agreement, or 
Charter-Party made privately between him and the faid 
Mr. Holder, which the ſaid YV/hire was oblig'd to enter 
igto, before he could be admitted into the Service, 

Captain Y/Yhite did alſo upon Oath in ny hearing re- 
[ate ſome other things of Moment before the Comm {j10n- 
ers of accounts. But at preſent T ſhall only ment:cn one of 
them, the ſubſtance of which was, That Mr. Aaa:/or 


* told him not long after the begiuning of the War, _ 
told - 
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great Secret, that he knew that Monſieur Dulivier paid 

all the French King's Pentions to his Spies here "A 

England. 

This Captain MWiire has the Reputation of a Perſon \ | 
of known Integrity, and affettion to the Government, 

and performed his Duty during the time he was employ- 

ed 1in Tranſporting the Priſoners with great Zeal, in re- 

1 ference to diſcovering thedeſigns of the French ; but met 
with ſuch unexpeted diſappointments and Obſtruftions, 
that he was ſometimes in danger of being murther'd by 
the French, who it ſeems had an account of his Attt- 
ons, inſtances of which he has given to the Commiſſion- 
ers of Accounts. 

But however in Juſtice to the (aid Captain H41te, who 
is now abſent at Sea , I ſhall here inlert the Copy of 
a Memorial, preſented by me in his behalt to the Com- 

7 miſHoners for Accounts, in order to ſtop the Mouths of 

| the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded, or any of 

| their Party, from blackening himin his Reputat1on, as they 

have done by me and all others who have oppoſed thrir 

Evil Practices. 


— 
—_ — 


| To the Frourab/e, the Commiſſh ners apprinted to 
| take, State, an] examine +32 PuD% A SCNUNES, YC. 


The Metuorial of S4w42/! Baton, 
Siieweth, 
bw Captain John White who was U[ate,) 


| . 


Dore 

your Honours, has acquainted me, 'l 1at whereas he ts 

£7 ſudaenly going 4 lone I ojage to Sea, and not knoring 
- © ſhall ever return ; and forasmuch as what he has 
buthert, faid and ſworn at your Honourable board againſt 
G the 
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the Commiſſioners for Sick and Woxnded, and Priſoners 
at War, has been when the ſaid Commiſſioners have not been 
preſent, ana that nothing for the future may be alledged by the 
{aid Commiſſioners againjt him the ſara Captain White to pre- 
judrce his Reputation, when he (hall be ab/ent at Sea, and not 
preſent to juſtifie himſelf, he the ſaid Capt. White, has there. 
fore deſir'd me, in his behalf, to pray your Honours Precept foy 
him to appear Face to Face, with the Commiſſioners for Sick 
and Wounded, before your Honourable Board, as ſoon as your 
Honoars think fit, not only to juſlifie and confirm what he has 
already ſaid and ſworn, but to hear and anſwer all Objeftions, 
that the ſaid Commiſſioners can bring againſt hins, and alſo, to 
aeclare ſome other Matters of Conſequence to the Kjng"s Ser- 
vice, which as yet he has not diftovered. 


Thus far relating to Capt. White. 


London, 15. Nov. 1694. 
Sign'd, Samuel Baiton. 


According to the Requeſt.in this Memorial, the Com- 
miſſioners for Sick and Wounded, with Capt. Wh:te, and 
my Self, were ſent for by the Commiſſioners of Accounts, 
and being all preſent, the Memorial was read, and one of 
the Commiſſioners of Accounts, who was Chairman, told 
the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded to this effect, 
That this was the buſineſs they had ſent for them upon, 
and that.the Requeſt was ſo reaſonable, they could not de- 
ny it ; and therefore deſired them, if they had any thing 
to object againſt Capt. YVhzte, either to what he had ſaid 
againſt them, or to his Reputation in general, that they 
would now declare it. To which Mr. A4dai/on anſwer'd, 


We did not come to accule Capt../Vhite, but —__ a" 
a 
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had come to accuſe us. But the Chairman reply'd, That 
is not the matter, Gentlemen, you have heard the Memo- 
rial read, Capt. White is going to Sea, and deſires that 
= would now ſpeak what you have to objec againſt 

im, before he goes, and he is here ready to make anſwer 
to it, to prevent all Scandals that may be caft upon him in 
his abſence. To which Mr. A44;/o» anfwer'd to this 
effect ; We have nothing to fay againſt Capt. Whire; we 
always believed him to be an honeſt Man; and if he has 
been hardly us'd, we could not help it ; for what we did 
in turning him out, was by Order. Then the Chairman 
was pleas'd to ſay, Captain, you hear that the Commiſſi- 
oners have nothing to ſay againſt you; and as for us, I 
do aſſure you, there is not the leaſt Imputation upon you 
at this Board, but we believe you to bea very honeſt Man, 
and that you have been greatly abus'd. 

Now this Buſineſs ben:g ended before the Commiſſioners 
of Accounts, it {lept all the time of the Parliament, 1n the 
Year 1694. till the beginning of March,1694.The Parlia» 
ment being then ſitting, one Mr. Crosfie/d came to me, and 
told me, he deſign'd to bring a Petition into the Houſe of 
Peers, againſt ſeveral Corruptions in the Government, and 
among the reſt, he delign'd to inſert the Buſineſs of the 
Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded ; asking me, if I 
was willing to appear before the Parlament. I told him 
I was very willing: and thereupon I drew upa ſhort Ac- 
count of the Matter, and he plac'd it the firſt Article in 
his Petition, which was Preſented to the Houſe of Peers, 
the Ninth of arch, i69t. And being called in before 
the Houſe, among other things, I pray*d, That the Pro- 
ceedings before the Commiſſioners of Accounts, might be 
laid before the Houſe; which their Lordſhips were pleas'd 
to order accordingly. Then was I in great Expectation 
G 2 £0 
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toend this troubleſome Buſineſs, that had lain ſo long and 
ſo heavy upon my Shoulders, while the Commiſſioners 
were {upported. For I, and ſeveral others, fully con- 
cluded, "That the afore-mentioned Depoſitions of Mr. 
Sharrack, and many other miſcarriages of Forgery, &c. 
with all Capt. White's Depoſitions, would have come open 
and bare-fac'd before the Houſe : but we were all miſtaken, 


For about eleven Days after the Order, viz. the 202h. of 


March, the Commiſſioners of Accounts had gotten the Ex- 
amination referred to them, alleadging to the Houſe ( as 
I was informd) That it was ſtill depending before them 
and not finiſhd ; and produc'd a great bundle of Papers, 
ſaying, That was not half the Examination, &'. And ac;, 
cordingly it was re-committed to them by an Order of the 
Houſe ; and for the better diſcerning how their Lordſhips 
Order was obſerv*d, I ſhall inſert it, as followeth, 


Die Mercuru 20. Martu 1694. 


'T' is Order d by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Par- 
liament aſſembled, That the Papers this Day deliver'd in, 
rom the Commiſſioners appointed to Examine, Take, and 
State the Puhlick Accounts of this Kingdom, in purſuance of 
an Oraer of the gth. Inftant ;, as alſo all other Papers and In» 
formations now before this Houſe, relating to My. Crosheld's 
Complaint , mention'd in, or annex'd to his Petition; and 
which concern the Commiſſioners for the Sick and Wounded, be 
ſent to the ſaid Commiſſioxers of Accounts, in order to their 
Proceeding in the further Examination of that Matter now be- 
fore them: And after ſuch Examination perfeited, they tran- 
{mit the Informations, and report their Obſervations thereupon, 
to this Houſe. 
Math. Johnſon, Cler, Parliamentor. 
"Twas 


k# 8 


(45) 


. *Twas {urprizing to me when heard the Commiſſion ers 
of Accounts had Repreſented, that the Complaint was till 
depending before them, and not perfeacd : When (asTI have 
betore related) it had from time to time lain fo long dor- 
mant in their Office, both before and after Examination ; 
which was all gone through long before in the manner afore- 
mentioned, exceptthe hrit Three Articles, which their Ho- 
nourstotally rejefted ; faying, them Articles did not lie be- 
fore their Board, they being only concernfd for the King's 
Revenue. 

Thegetting it thus Recommitted towards the End of a 
Seſſion of Parliament, procur'dabout Eight Months further 
delay,tothe great Encouragement of thoſeaccus'd, who well 
know that Old Crimes are feldom puniſhed. 

However; I hop*d for the be!t; and Mr. Cr0:veld and T, 
ſoon after this Order, waited upor. one of the Commiſſhon- 
ers of Accounts, at his Houſe, praying him to ſpeed the Ex- 
amination, that a Report might be made to the Houſe of 
Peers before the breaking up of the Parliament ; deſiring 
him alſo to think of Mr. Sharract*'s Depoſition, &c. that 
was paſt. To which he anſwered, (ſpeaking to me) Say 

you nothing, but keep your Tongue within your Teeth ; there's a 
great difference now ; we have an Order of the Houſe of Lords , 
we know where the Shooe pinches better than you ;, don't trouble 
your ſelf ; for we'll lay our fingers upan the right place, &c. 

Thus I went away with great fatisfaCtion, thinking all 
things weat well ; and having on the 224 of March wait- 
ed on the Commiſſioners of Accounts, we received their 
Order to atend them the 29th following, with the Commiſ- 
fioners for Sick and Wounded; but nothing material was 
done that day, or the oh, till the 2« of April. 

April 2d had another Hearing, when the Commiſſioners 


for Sick and Wounded had brought thew Anſwer in Wri- 
ting 
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'ting to the firſt Article, about the Correſpondence ; which 
I pray*d to hear read; but the Commiſſioners of Accounts 
would not grantit. 

I alſo prayd to have the Letter of Mr. }illiam Charchil 
and Mr. Samuel Alton, produc*d and read, which is menti- 
on*d in the firſt Article of the Admiralty's Report ; and 
which I offer*d, as an Evidence of the Correſpondence; but 
I receiv'd Anſwer, that it could not be found. 

Then the Commiſſionersof Accounts receiv®d an Accuſa- 
tion againſt me from Mr. W:liam Churchi!, who affirmid, 
that T had carried an (a) Information to my Lord Norring- 
ham's Ofce, by which Robert Maſters (mentioned in the 24 
Article of the Admiralty*'s Report) was turn*d out ; and 
produc*d a Letter under my Hand, as a Teſtimony thereof; 
which being Read, the Commiſſoners of Accounts Exa- 
min'd me upon it. ITanſwered. That the Crime was not 
great, if true : Butif rh2ir Honours would receive Accuſa- 
tions againſt me that was forreign to the matter before them, 
I pray*dthat Mr. Charchil might make Oath to the Truth of 
his Accuſation (it being the cuſtom of their Board to receive 

' nothing but upon Oath), but it was not granted me: Yetthe 
next day a diſcourſe of this matterariſing, the Commiſſion- 
ers adminiltred an Oath to me to {weara Negative, wherein 
the Affirmative was not ſworn, and all about a matter that 
whoever did it, ought certainly tobe commended, and not 
condemned. 

But now they came cloſer upon me, for they made an 
offer at my Life by an Accufation, wherein Mr. Addiſon 
pretended to make out, That I was the Criminal, and 
had held the Criminal Correſpondence with Dulivier, and 


(4) The Old Accufation ſpoken of in page 4, reviyd. 
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produced a Paper, which the Commiſſioners of Accounts 
took and read, obliging me to anſwer for my {clf. I told 
their Honours, I conceiv*d it was not Legal to ſuffer the 
Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded, to interfere with 
fuch pretended Accuſations againſt me, before they had 
anſwerd to what was Exhibited againſt them, and when 
| ws had done that, then I would anſwer to any thing they 

had to alleadge againft me; for that proceeding 1n this 
method, tended only to ſtifle the Truth, and diſcourage 
all ſuch as appear'd for the ſame. But all I could fay, 
avail'd nothing, though one of the Commiſſioners of Ac- 
counts ſaid, they ought to receive no ſuch Accuſations. 
But another was of a contrary mind, ſaying, "Twas a 
Criminal Correſpondence, and that they ought to take no- 
tice of it. So then the Tables wee rurn'd upon me, and 
I was oblig'd to clear my felt, 1:it they ſhould 37:u1r 
againſt me pro Corfeſſo. 

April 3. Had another Hearing, when Robert Maſters 
charg'd as a Criminal in the Complaint, and adjudg'd fo 
by the Admiralty,. as per Second Article of their Lordſhips 
Report, was admitted a Witneſs upon Oath, in his own 
behalf, relating to the Correſpondence. with Daliwzer, in 
which he himiclt was concern'd.. 


Now I ſhall give an Account of a foul Piece of Fraud, 
acted in a parcel of Rhubarb, and how it was this Day 
Sworn off before the Commiſſioners of Accounts. 


It was Sworn at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords by two 
Drug Merchants, who were Summon'd, That in January, 
169), they Sold to Mr. Jonathan Leigh, Apothecary, at 
publick Sale, about one Hundred and a half of Rhubarb, 


at. 


- 
4 
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"* which isat * Four Pounds Eleven Shillings per Hundred; and that 


avout nine the ſaid Rhubarb: was damag'd, and none of it good, or 
— Pence 3 


Farthings fit for Medicine. 
per Poune An Apothecary alſo being Summon'd, Depos'd, That 


he was Mr. Leizh's Apprentice, at the time the faid Rhu- 
barb was bought; and that a conſiderable quantity of it, 
by Order of the ſaid Mr. Leigh, was beaten into Powder, 
and deliver'd into the ( a) Elaboratory in the Savoy, for 


Their Majeſties uſe. And being ask*'d, He alſo declar'd. 


upon Oath, "That his Conſcience would not give him 
leave to diſpenſe ſuch Rhubarb into Medicine: That the 
{1id Rhubarb coſt but after the Rare of about Nine Pence 
Three Farthings per Pound; and that good Rhubarb, fir 
for Apothecaries uſe, was 2t that time worrh at leaſt, Three 
or Four and Twenty Slillings per Pound (5). This is the 
Subſtance of what was Sworn ar the Þar of the Houſe: of 
Lords, which was tranſmitted in Writing, Sigu'd by each 
Perſon, to the Commiſhoners of Accounts, purſuant to 


* 
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(a) Mr. Zeigh, and Three Apothecaries more, are appointed to-pre- 
pare the Medicines tor the Army, and fick and wounded Seamen ; and 
they keep their Elaboratory in the Savoy, London ; from whence all ſuch 
Medicines iſle. ; 

(6) Concerning this Rhubarb, it was the Opinion of the Prejident, 
and ſeveral of the Colledge of Phylicians (whom I waited upon-about 
thismatter), that whoever took -it for any Diſtemper where Rhubarb 
was the proper M:dicine, muſt needs die tor want thereof, it having no 
more Vertue than ſo much Powder of Rotten Pott. Neither is this 
the ovly miſcarriage of this nature that-has come to light. And af 
tuch groſs Errors as theſe could paſs the in{pe&ion of all thoſe Phyfi- 
£4ns, Apothecaries, Cc. that the Commiliioners tor lick and wounded 
porn o conitantly view all their Medicines, then God and the Con- 


cicences of thoſe concern'd, only knows what other bad medicines have 
been 1tJued in like manner, for the lucre of Gain, and how many poor - 


men have peri{ſh'd thereby. he: 
rnaecir 
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their Lordſhips Order of- Reference ; and this Day,. 2; 
the Third of April, the Apothecary and Drug-Mezchants,, 
being Summon'd to attend the Cammiſſioners of Ac- 
counts, and being fent for up; the Four Apothecaries were 


alſo call'd up; and after the former had again declar'd up- 


on Oath, according to what has been before related, then 


_ the Commiſſioners of Accounts admitted the Four Apg- 
.+ © thecaries upon Oath, to Swear a Negative in their own 


behalf; neither were they examin'd ſeparate, bur all ſuf- 
fer'd to be in the Room at a time, and when one was 
upon his Oath, the others ſtood by, and did. ſometimes 
dire& and help his Memory, as they ſaw occaſion. Thus 
they'Swore off the Matter, only one of them made a ſmall 
Trip,, which was this. 

One of the Apothecaries (among other things) upon his 
Oath declar'd, That not one Grain of the Rhubarb ſent 1a 
Powder to the Savoy, went for the uſe of the fick and waun:- 
ded Seamen. Irinn | 

Thea I pray'd liberty to ask him ſome Queſtions, which 
were theſe, | | 

Sir, If that damag'd Rhubarb ſent into the Savoy was 
not employ'd for the uſe of the ſick and wounded Seamen, 
where then did it go? was it diſpers'd: among the Army ? 
But here I was interrupted, ; and, told, I had-nothing to do. 
with the Anpy: 'twas ſufficient he hadiSworn, :that none 
of it went tothe uſe of the fick and wounded Seamen. 


Then I procceded to ask hum, 

Sir, Upon your Oath, Do. you keep the Medicines: for 
the Army, 'and fiek and wounded Seamen together, Or, 
do you diſtznguifh which is for the Army, and which for 
the Sick and Wounded ? 


H He 
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He anfwer'd no; there'snoneed of it, we keep tliem all 


hertz” net! 
hen T demanded : 

Sir, Uport your Oath, Are you conftantly at the Elabo- 
ratory in the Sevey, when the Invoices of Medicines ſent 
from the ſick atia' wounded Office, are made up to be ſent 
a0 the Sea-Ports ? or, who is it that attends that- Ser- 
vice 7 

He anſwer'd, "Tis Mr. Anier/on's Buſineſs to look after 
VT Re I I = there. 

' Then, reply'd T, How can you fo poſitively Swear 
Thar 102 Ge Onto this Rhubarb went for the Me of the 
fick and wounded Seamen, when the Medicines are kept 
together without diſtinftion, and yott are never there at 


the making up of the Invoices ? 


Thus the dark miſcarriage of the Rhubarb was Sworn 
offby the Criminak thertiſelves, and look*d upon as a ſlight 
and trivial matter. 


This Part being over, I mov'd to have produc'd the In- 
formation 'of one Bey. Cooke, and about 20 other Maſters 
of Sify 3 and alſo 2 Letter of Mounſicur Delazzy's, which 
wete both Inferted in the Liſt of Witneſſes given in by me 
the 25%, o0f March, but I could not obtain the ſame. 

I mov4-alfo, that the Minuirs of the Admiralty might 
be produCcd;concerning what Nich. Sharrack Swore againſt 
Ber. Berry's Complaint, which I had pray'd might be ſent 
for in the Lift of Witneſſes, of the 27th. of March, but 
could not obtam it, though it 'was to dow the falſity of 
(z) Mr. Shzrrack's Depoſition afore-mentioned. 


— A) 


(#) YVid. the laſt part of his Depoſition. 
Saturday, 


| (81 | 
Saturday, April'6:h had another hearing, and Mr. Richard 
Gib/os attending according ro Order, to be a Witneſs abour 
the Propoſal of Capt. Whzze, the Commiſſhoners of Accounts 
receiv'd an Information upon Oath, againſt him and me 
(which was ſorreign to the matter before them) by Three 
clamorous Women, brought up on purpoſe from 4 Fay 
Neither were they examined ſeparate, but called upall to, 
gether, and being upon Oath, one was ſuffered:to tell her 
Story, and the reſt only ask*d, if what ſhe ſaid was true ? 
And Mr. Gib/on going to juſtifie himſelf, the Comnuſſion- 
ers were not willing to hear him : To which one of the 
Commiſſioners of Accounts ſaid, That ſince they had ſut- 
fered Dirt to be thrown in his Face, they ought in_ Honour 
to.give him liberty to wipeit off, again: So at laſt the Board 
was prevail'd with to conſent to hear Mr. G:b/an's Defence 
the 7 harſaay following (4). 

April x 1th, Thurſday, had another Hearing, when the 
Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded brought one of ther 
Clerks, their Meſſenger, and their Door-keeper,to be Wt- 
deſles tor them. I mov4d that they might be ask*'d, Whe- 
_w_ any onc had offer'd to tamper wath them? Which was 
Refus'd. | . 


cad. 


th. 
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(a) The whole buſineſs which occafion'd all this diſptite, was an 
Accuſation for receiving two ſhillings (a Fee allowed by the Connif- 
fioners) about the latter end of rhe year 1689+ when dh, Gibſon 'was 
their Secretary; which now they were not only ſo ſhamelels-to deny the 
allowing, but alſo ro bring up theſe Women to arraign #f-, Gibſon for 
receiving it 3 amd One of the Commiſltoners of Aecunnts was fo -y2- 
ry cager as to give it the Term of Levying money wpon the Subjett ; 
which ſhews how ready ſoine perſons are to lay hold on all tirrle Or- 
portunities te-detamo ard blacken the Reputations of thoſe that en- 
deavour to derett publick Frands. 
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{ mov'd, that Mr, G:b/on, or my elf, might be permit- 
ted to ask the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded ſome 
Queſtions, 'in Order to clear Mr.Gib/o» of the Triformation 
fo unjuſtly chargd upon him ;_ but it was refus'd, 
 'Thus Mr. Gib/o being Summon'd as an Evidence for 
the King, met with very {curvy Treatment ; againſt which 
the ſame CommiGioner of Accounts, laſt ſpoken of, did ſe- 
veral times objeCt, declaring they ought not to have receiv- 
ed any ſuch Information. - 
Then T mov'd, That that part of the Complaint might 
be Examin'd which ſets forth, That the Commiſſoners for 
Sick and Wounded, keep their Accounts in a Clandeſtine 
Manner, ' contrary to the PraQtice of the Navy, whereby 
they give themſlhes Opportunity to Cheat the * King -— 
Recervd Anſwer from the Chairman, That they:nor Thad: 
nothing: to do, how the Commiſſioners for Sick and Woun- 
ded keep their Accounts. 


And thus I have done with the laſt Examination before 


the Commiſſhoners of Accounts. 
' - But here it may not be improper'to obſerve, That Sir 
Samuel Bernadiſton left the Commiſſioners of Accounts, and 
Sir Peter Colliton died beforethis Complaint came under Ex- 
amination: Neither do I remember that the Honourable 
Paul Foley wasat any of the aforementioned Debates, the 
greateſt pert of which happen'din theSitting of the Parlia- 
ment. - 

And this:Treatment being added to all the hard uſage I 
had beforeaindergone,and ſeeing my Enemies multiply up- 
on me, I was very deſirous that a final end might be put to 
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this Tedious Buſineſs, and that the Commiſſioners of Ac- 
counts might Repreſent metorhe Houſe of Lords either for 
a:'Knave or an Honeſt Man, as they in their Conſcienccs 
thought I deſerv'd ; and ro move their Honours thereto, I 
wrote them the following Letter, 


* Honoured Gentlemen, 


Oping you will [uddenly give in a Report to the Houſe of 

| Loyas __— my Complaint againſt the Commiſſion- 

ers for Sick and Wounaed, purſuant to their Lordſbips Order 

of Reference, of the 2oth of March /aft; but before the ſaid 

Report be given in, I ſhall humbly beg leave to offer to your 
Conſideration the following Particulars : 

I. That I laid down my Employment to bring this Complaint, 
out of a love to Juſtice, and Zeal for the Kjng*s Service (tho 
diretHy contrary to my own private [n!creft at tos time :) Ana 
tho there has been a- Report made to the King by the Lords of the 
Aamiralty, and alſo a Report by the Lords f the Council to 
the late Queen, of bleſſed Memory ; both which Reports do ( 1 
conceive) ſet forth, That the Matter of Fatt in my Complaint, 
is true ; all which are publick Evidences, that what I did, was 
the Duty of a good SubjetF: Tet, notwithſt anding, my Adver- 
aries have been ſupported, and I, as though I were a\Griminal, 
have bee t0 this Day, not only kept out of Employſtent, but 
alſo left openh expoed, as 4 Sacrifice, tothe Malige of: the nu- 
merous T rain of the Corrupt and 2. 19" Purtygothe hazard 
of my Life, and damage ſome hunareds of Pounds ; ſo that my 
Caſe is become a publick Example to deter and affright all faith- 
ful Subjetts from ever daring to do their Duty, im a;ſcovering 

Crimes againſt the King or K jngdom for the future ;, and 
of what evil Conſequence ſnch publick Proceedings may be, = 

[1 
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the diſcourapinging Vertur and Fidelity, and Sapporting, und 
yes _ Vee and Treathery, I ſhall humbly leave =» Ho. 
' oers to Judge ; becanſe your Power, Wiſdom, and Duty, to 
promote the Honour and Intereſt of your King and Country, is 
ſo far 8 _— to mine. 
2ly: That the Complaint Exhibited by me againſt the Cons 
miſſioners for Sick and Wounded, does, ] conceive, contain 
matters F pes Conſequente to the Publick Good, which Com- 
plaint muſt of neceſſity be either true or falſe ; and conſequently I 
ao deſerve either to be Incourag'd, or ſeverely Puniſh'd, 
Therefore my humble Requeſt to your Honours is, That you 
will inſert your Opinions of me in your Report to the Houſs of 
Lords; and if you believe my Complaint 1s true, and that [I 
had a deſign to promote the Intereſt of my King and Conntry 
therein, that then you will recommend me to their Loraſhips 
for Inconragement, But becauſe I will.be wholly Imparttal to 
my ſelf, I alſo pray, That if your Homouts can find any juſt 
grounas to believe that niy Complaint i falſe, This thew.you 
will not ſpare me, but in "Juſtice to the Commiſſioners acctts'd, 
Repreſent me in your Report, ' as an Impoſtor, that deſerves 
Corporal Paniſhmest, in ſuch manntr, as to the Wildom of 
your Board, ſhall ſeem agreeable to the Rates of Juſtice, For, 
I humbly ſuppoſe, any Man that brings a falſe end malicions 
Compluinly;onght to be ſeverely pumjb's for the ſame, other- 
wiſe no Gemntdemns 1s ſafe in his Reputation, or in any Ofjice, or 
Grant he ſoatl.receive from the Crown. 
And row, Honoured Gentleman, T moſt humbly pray you 
To ſpeed your Report, ana to Conſider of, una. Anſwer, theje my 
Twit Reque#ts ;, In doing which, I aſſure my {elf, that you will 
Hhroughly conſult the Merits of che Cwuſe) for the good of your 
Country, according #0 the Rules of down-reght Feſtive (without 
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regard to Perſons or Faitions) ſo as not fo ſpl innocent Blood 
on either ſide, For, 1 concerve, it is morally impoſſible, That 
the Commiſſioners Accus'd, and I their Accaſer, can all be Ho« 


neit Men. I am 


Your Honours moſt Humble 
London, April 
19. 1695. And Obedient Servant, 


Samuel Baſtno. 
UL / 


